oundand ſeas 
ſonable, reft 
contented,and 
-Jook not fora: - - 
_s ny gm 
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would gladly ſtoop to 7Ea= 
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hf, To te Reader. 
p- empe ,. fainting Spirits will 
NET, cold” "g Spir from 
| © Aindiip Lines "and elegancy of . 
* 'Phicales'; afflicted Conſciences | 
: cart Father but little ſweetne(s 
fromthe Flowers of Rhetorick; 
they Virtue of a Cordial doth not 
lem the cup in which it is pre- 
ſented, bur in the goodneſs of 
the Ingredicxts ; ; we value the 
——_ Meat more than the Garnyhes 
abont the Diſh ; if the Meat be 
—SM0 ſayary, do not flezghr itbecauſe 
LY ; JE. 15 not {erved UP. in aif lyer 
"Diſh; And beware: that-you do' | 
-. Not. "43 .as ſome are apt to lay | £ 
fat this day the world cven ſur-.|| < 
feits by Books of t = Nature) 
; We pk there is ſafety in the 
multirude | 
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1 "anc yer. O fooliſh"are WE.” to VW 
- | think, that in the 'diſtempers  - By 
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f | 309 Uniertle caſes oF our Souls, 
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- 4he doubts, and gave the firſt 

occaſion of Preaching this mat- 
 xer; ; ſathedefire of ſome other 

Women hath now occaſioned | 
the Printing it , and for their 
fakes I have purpoſely avoided 
any Phraſes "that might ſeem 
dark or difficult ; : Let not the| 
whole deſpiſe that which is pre-| 
\ pared for th ſick , nor let the 
We Nrong cenlyre what was Intend- 
bi. od tor the weak. 
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Thou baft laid me in the 
' toweſi Pit, im Darkne 
1n the Deeps. 


His Pſalm fully anſwers 

ES che Ticte: rex wits 
| (a Pſalm containing”. 
grievous: Complaint} 


ar: che occafion'df-i Ir 
is doubrful: -þ 
refer is to-the Babylovifh Ga 
becaofe That is'rhe loweſt — 
thar che Church can be fr Than une 
in =—s world , ” 
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To the Reader. 

#he doubts, and gave the firſt 
occaſion of Preaching this mat- 
ter ; {athedefire of {ome other 
Women hath now occafioned j 
the Printing it , and for their 
fakes I have purpoſely avoided 
any Phraſes that might ſeem 
dark or difficult; Let not the | 

whole deſpiſe that which is pre- 
xred for _ ſick, nor let the 


_ ſtrong cenſure what was intend- [| 
; $0 for the weak. 
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Pſalm 88, Ver. 6. ..: 

Thou haſt laid me in the 
lowe "It, in Darkneſs, 
in the Deeps. 
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—= His Pſalm fully anforers 
the Ticle given 1o- its 


Ed 
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L levors Complainc } 


ur che occahon'ef;: is 


is doubrful : Soine 16+ 
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thar che Church can be broughe 
in this. world ,, and ſo'Figtracive 
ay! be Tatled abnyy s Pit z bun'e 


_ '' Bowe :t, of his outward af- 
L; KC Ons, Aug ſome ſharp fir of fick- 
Hin YO himnigh co Death, | 
eli tx ccafi aned. thaſe expreſſions, £ 
My lifo Haweth nigh'oo thi Grave, 1am {| 
45. 89140 that hath no ſtrength, Ver. 3,4« 
: o\Butimethibks: you _ Many ex- 
(muſt rather be interpre- 
SEO vided Spitic-lying* der 
the apprehenſions of -Gods wrath, 
* Surely if there had been nothing 
bu gaweidafiiGlens; we ſhould aos 
baye heard: ſuch! feep expreſſions of 
Rs forxow;:thecomplaint, would 
ot: haye:been:famournful as how it 
* $;:And therefore I- rather accept of 
| uk pretazion, . who underſtand 
\:5..#er- the the wores of one 
| dhatis- ready rode({pair ;; (figs amoog, 
. the dead) as 7 Ei ſhould {ay; the-Dic 
- caſt as to.my. Eccrnal eſtate, : there || 
| * *Snebope of Mexcy forme; and ttica 
1 this*Texr doth freand- is,; (7hew:hoft 
I . Jdamein tt ene Pit , Itt elec, | 
"\ "ey ne. KA .- mJ 
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Icy? In the loweſt Pit; tn the Det: 
'wels, 'in the Deeps. 

_ Notre by the way, rhat Heman was 
one of che holyeſt and wiſeſt men of 
his time : And now the Doctrine I 
Hill offer is this ; That the deareſt of 
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EST (fa tes David 1s a full 
a aiice to prey this Doctrine, 51 
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A M 2X1, 12. Caſt me n0t away from thy 
F Jorn: e, 479 take not thy boly Spirit 
If! - ' Frome , reſtore unto me the joy of thy 
Il Sdty&7ey. David had loſt the com- 


os. ay tits a 4 « Var Wag. 

- Is Lent (Oe 6 WG. DIES \ oo Ap. Cod OO EY tag : hens, hag no ina 
4 a 7” of < A *R rg Hs TONY gs ” 
: a: oc 24 > T %7—-IS 


We ns pur iy fqn 

"gn y to queſtion 
"tir ng be Aſaph alſo, 977 Pſalm 
18, $: ſhcws whar « great conflice 


dy” e had with diffidence, wil the Loyd 
= uf for ever * will hebe favoarable 
Wy: 1a more ? whe mercy clean gone? bath 
God forgatten to be gracious? hath he 1n 
ange ew up ha tender Mercies ?'And 
| fo Henan here in the Text; Thow haſt 
Tata my Te ""_ loweſt Pte, No. MESES 
"AAS ; Becauſe 
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'S Becauſe the Sp iric of Boncaes... 


' | gplways goes "a gt the Spiitof Ap 
3 7 doptionz God doth break avg brllids- 

J ghe Souls of bis Servants, before he. 

[ doth bind up'and bral themws: He 
f makes che Sinner to hear 3he genible 


| | voiccof che Lay, before be hears the 
| comfonablevoiccof the Goſpel y He. . 
chroughly convinceth us of vin, angl;;- 
wakos us ſenſible of the odious aud. 

defiling nature of it, before he njgkes -- 
ys apprehend Chriſt as a Saviour-t6 _ 
procure us a pardon for is; God .. | 
makes us ſce and fel our ſelyes lofty ©; 
ureerly loſt, even in a are at David |: 
ans before he give us ny? wel = 
hope of Salvation, a; . n+ 
- All shatare brought into Hearin'-/* bn: 
at laſt, are brought ncar Hell. gakeS at” -- | wt } 
i; Ido not meanall univerlally$;;" 
x generally , the _ 


© JOERe Fin, and the' Witneſſes 
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wh K malefactor, whoſe Con- 


1 out, convinee of Murder hert 


he hears the Seficence paſſed! VERS 


him, and ſces rhe Femers on his legs; 
and himſelf thruſt into the Dungeon; | 
he knows that Execution follows; 
'whar fear and horror muſt needs ſeize 
on: ſuch a condenmed iperſoa, (yaleſs 
he bea deſperare Rogue ?)- - 

That poor Soul thar is convigted of 
Murdering the Lord of Life, and- of 
many thouſand Sins againſt God, and 
hearerh hisSenrence of cohdermiia i jon 
_xead out of: che word of God, 'and fees - 
# "tr Ferrers 6! irs:Sou}, ' ( namely the 

ror ofConſc: ence,)and Satan ftand- 
eady'ro torment him, 8 finds him- 


felt ready in:danger of deſpair, whar 


feat .and horror muſt needs ſuprize 
- fach-apaariSou] £ this is that which 
makes ſo - many: under' the: Spirit” of 
Bondage, rofear that God will-caft 
Fee oft for ever , and ro:comphin _ 
JEL 6 - 6: 
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as though they were in Helk alres 
And queſtionleſs., "cheÞrea IES 

ment and miſcric of a endeI® 55 
ric hath been the reaſon thar made any. 
ſo bold to ſay, 7hat there is no Helt but 
#hat of Conſcience. Thie Apoftles words 
Rom. $. 15. For ye have not received the 
Spirit of Bondage again 30 fear, do iti; 
ply, that all che Elect undergo theter= 
rors of the Spirit of Bondage, before 'S - : 
they receive:the Spirit of Adoption, I; 
2 Reaſon is, becauſeGod may ud 2 : 
ofcen doth leave his Children fos for f on 
time, under Spiritual deſertion.. - Is 
Many pretious Servants of God te 
in the Litrk-caſc of an afflicted Ca 
ſcience a great while ; It Chriſt ants 
pw as if God had forſaken Him, it”); 

s no wonder to hear a Chrilljan'couy- ; 
plain of being forſaken. I is repor-. - 

red of one who x4 bs a. 6 ci rf ng K 
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ticzes doth rela 


| of his life wher 


-" | gourh up while 1 affe fer y terrors I 
difh reed. The Lord miy forſake 
his res n fora licnate moment, (and 
though i be a$ long as they live, yet 
Ir is but a nioment compared with E- 
ternity) bur Reprobares are forſaken 


for eyecr. 


. A Child of God may relapſe in- 


{| 06 ome Sin which he had repenred of; 
| _" and that ray cauſe cersor of Conſci- 


Ence;' God Redeemed, and brought 


 - pp Iſradoutof Egypr, butthey wonld 
Bf 


back imo. Egypt again, Nwm 1g.ver; 
- and this fooliſh artempr' cauſed 
God to forſake them for a long time. 


 Chrift' hath Redeemed us from Sin , 


atd though the Chriſtian have repen- 
ted of Sin, yet many times he hath 
joughts of going back , and. ſome- 
ſc into ſome Sin fot- 
entedof; And iris juſt with 
i to fright him out of tach wicked 
. ny Ih 
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If God ſhove terrours intothe Souf © 


{ they will tick faſt,” and make 
| heavily, if God ſer our fins in ore | 


before us , He can make che ſenſe of 
Sin to be more painful chen che moſt. 
acute diſeaſe, wherher Srone or Srran- 
pury : Wracks and Strapadoers are but 
cafic puniſhments co the wracking of 
Conſcience ; to ſet out the miſery: of 


ſuch a. condition, the Scriptuce rells 
us, The Spirit of a man may bear hi in 
Frmities, but 4 wounded Syiris who. pal- 
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Krength of body may wreſtle with 


maſter the preaceſt Spirits, and 


 themquiyer andquake in a cold fits © 
and burn and be diftempered in Thos}: :: 


- s 5d $-* %; " Þ 
b p x 6 5 _ "s. -& ». PI. 

”7 *.. . V 5 >> ; [ fo 

< To ; TR i - I 
Pf es? RES 


hen what gctrours cae «& 


| a 
4 . 4s h; 
”Y 4 . 3 
- « 
43 
: 
Z 4 : 
. - *” q 
4 SPL ONE 0 OD WED [2 w_ .* _ Ip 0 $ 
p br” 3 6 C ge , . ”" 
+ 


k 4 
bx 44 F 
* +» $ 7's ; 
' 


J . 
ST. 6 
-. 
- - . . e » . : 
k ; ) . I" © & - 

4 . : o - 5 "0... ” - $ #4; oo 

: — — — wwe mrs to. we oe YT, we * + A A / a # y 
+ *..-24 #. x —— a My og 


-” mi keOur very. knees. to tha 
 ſhazzar's ay en he Tay che Hat. 
wing jin\cand for che lame, 


4a 


p 
ws, 
: t . 
2 ihe 
8 { 
Wo 
| 4 
TIF © 
| 
; 
by 
: 


=" gre Singers, #5 Mco deal w 


La 
- 1 
- Y 
bog 
4 —j 
| _ E »- - 
Y 
; 


10] 
| dart no; the Soul eventa . 
be as' Be .s . 


C ich ;occal ned his; \txEin="- 
bling,. namely; becauſe it was 2 hand... 
fr p God; and becauſe; the wricings 

mentigned che loſs of, his Kin Jem. « 
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A wounded . Conſcience is. | FORE. 


—_ ed. with horror , ” becauſe the. | =. 
- Sings from God , and doth Si : 
| AE, dofs of the King om 1.0) ca: | 


” 
Ta 
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Y That Conkternizion y was: thete I 
wi al var Gd thoughts, dyring the| tive of. 
Ia, deyouring: Firc.in, London s.. Or 
hen, .when che. Soul looks on God a8; 
Con ming fire,..and thinks ic ſhall 

vich verlaſting burniogs, what. 
arand diſquiet muſt ic, aceds; bg. 
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taally God. dedieth mith' | 
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57. them, and give chem ſevererpu 
[4 « , = | 
4. | went) the more we load our Conſct * - 


77/1 | ences with Sin, the more God loads 
'*,' i us with cerrors of Conſcience , and 
:+ | ſo gives us ſour ſauce for the ſe 
{1c | ſweet-meats of Sin z If we have been 
5”. | great and notorious finnezs, God may 
2 - | chaſtiſe us with Scorpions.  Menefſeb = 
Ao. was a great ſinner, and it is ſaid (be +» 
2. | was taken amovg the Tharns, andvonne- </*. 
-.. [in Fetters, inthe 2 Chron. 33. cB4f, "A 
Ver, .The more we have delix 
any fin, the more ic will x 5 
conſcience when God reckonah'u 
us for it. : Pawl a refractory: Per 
ror, was ſtruckento the ground W 
God converted him: - ;:-;;; 
4. Reaſon-why achild of Gi NE 
think himſelf damned for4 wc W 
becauſe the wiſdomof God-bjis 
much good out of-xhiscvil,; his 
woke us mote highly;#o prize & = 
TN Referrer and our Redemp $10 - 
$5 $600: > : How {ſweet ar 0d comgee table-25 


ents 2 
the fight of a Phage, co2condemned 
| perſon « Howpretious is a glimpſe of 
"Chriſt's love in any promiſe to a fin- 
ner condemned in his own Conſei- 
ence? How comfortable is the 
thought of Chriſt co Jufſtific , unto 
choſe Souls that are ready to be ſwal- 
. Jowed up of Deſpair « what love, 
whatchankfutneſs will ſuch a fight be- 
per in ſuch a Soul * How thankful 
.  werethe famiſhing EgyptiansroFoſepb 
*>tf7 Gen. 25. Thon haſt ſaved our Lives 
-: Crhough they exchanged their Land 
for Bread,) Then whac thanks is due 
td Jeſus Chriſt who ſaverh-our Souls 
freely © | 
- 2+ This $oodariſeth from this evil 
of anaffliged Conſcience, char ic will 
- mightily increaſe our harred of Sin; 
This is one of Gods grear defigns in 
breaking -our bones for fin; that he 
may break our Souls from fin; In- 
vitea Chriſtian that hath Jain long in 
the ftocky of the Law, to commlrauy | 
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d of his former ſins, will he nor anſwer; < 
f K (I will nor buy Repenrance ar ſo dear © 
= 2 rate 2) had your Soul been ſo long 
I broken on the wheel of Conſcience as ON 
ec | minchath been, had youſolong car 
o || ricd in your boſom the burning coals | 
1- 'F of an accuſing Conſcience, had you | 
' » | beenthus ſcorched with the flames of 
e- | Hell, ſurely, like che burnt Child you 
it | would dread the fire mare, you woald. 
& || notdaretoadd fin tofin, and heap up 
es | morewrath., | 2 
id 3. Weare made to Pray more ear- ES + 
ue | neltly; 'rhe'Priſener ache - Et 
ls | heartily becauſThe is begging for "1 

A ſclf-condeamed finner ayes hekew _ 
vil £ rily, becauſche- is begging for thelite 55 
ill = his ſoul. : | 

: Thererrors af Confc ence. 
man us more humble an#com 


onare all our days , *pride will not 


he ot _ 
n- || cafily breed in this bieter wood; the ---_ a 
in | Worm kes the ſweereſt wood foals” -- I 
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5. | Gods venkin: and bruiſing is 


in order to a perfeR cure. 


Thelaſt reaſon why a child of God 


may think himſclf damned : it may 


_ ariſe either from a neglect of a ſerious 


examination of our condition, or 
froma melancholy cemper which con- 
eributes yery much to ſych deſpairing 
thoughts, e341, 

Who hath not either read or heard 
what ſtrange conceits melancholy 


; a cauſed ſome to have of their bo+ 


ies*: ſome fancyjhgchemſclves tobe / 


LS my and thy/eVcry. ane would fic 


onnthew z others thinkingthemſelves | 
to be; a. Giaſs » and ther every thing 
would break them, orxo belike Ne- 
SadbeT to have the Soul 'of a 

eaft;.and to cargraſs like a- Beaſt, 
which ſome ſay; was but a ſtrange ef- 
of a ſtrong. .melancholy; } cyca 
Way, Mme» 
y. (Shriſtians have of;-chejr 


\ . . 0s 


COS 


[15 I 
have thought theryſelves to be in Hil =" 
' 2nd for 2 long time have led moſt ab” | 

{ comfortable lives by that fearfnl ex= 
| | pectation of of wrath and kery indig- 
nation co devour them, 

« Application is, 1, For Information, 
Tr We muſt not cenſure choſe roohard- 
1- || ly that lic under a-Spitit of Bondage; + -;,,.} 
g || thoſe are not damned that may think 
themſelves in a damnedſtate, the new 
d || birth hath grievous: pangs and throes ; 
ly | thoſe whoſe fin is ever before their 
o=. | faces, ; muſt nceds cry: our. of 2 heavy 
be / burthea of wrath. EY re | 
fic | - Before this Spirir of Bondage, ow: 
zes | are like pachar, who is called a fro |} 
ng | -4ſs conching under two Burthens, "Veſt 
Ve- | 49. F&. 14 © 5 
f a We have a butthen' of "vile and x 
burehen of wrath, and yet we are not —_ 
ſenſible of cither.; but che Spizir "of - 
Bondage ſhews the MOU: ca2es w__ Dh 
en of Fe. | 
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' 'That I ma endeavour ro ſpeak 
© omhig ro. afflicted Conſciences, 

.. Akhoughyou ſay a Spiric of Bon- 

15 a woful condition, yer I affure 

u your condition was much worſe 

| before you came under- this Spiri of 
Bondage. - 

_ To be hardned in Sin, i is a worſe 
condition, then to be thus harraſed by 
*Tonſcience for Sin; to. be bold = 

commit fin, is far worle then to be 
bruiſed for fin commirted : you are in 

2 great deal worſe condition then all 

Fyfocrites that go quietly co Hell, 

"*How many thouſand in the worldthat 
are guilty of the ſame fins you com- 

_ plain of, and yer are ſenſeleſs as 
», Rones * It is go0d to hear chriſtians 
*xoar in the ſenſe of fin: to hear 2 man 

_ that is bruiſed with a fal ſcnſibly com- 
- plain,; and tell where his pain lies, is 
a good fign that there is hopes of his 
recovery : I is the ſame ina Chriſti» 


an, to __ of fin ,- and cry ov 
| in 


I, | 


<X +. - 
& - F Fo IN "4 
L.L3 Pa Ve te 


BE RAP 


Ks Yen rv 


. "=> . 
» © lk 2 
> : " ” 
IT Ihe abt ; RK Ko 
".1, 


3 


in the fear of that wrath due'to fan;; 
a good fign that Conſcience is aliy 


thar Conſcience is awake. ; 


' A ſeared. Conſcience is far worſe 


than an affliceed Conſcience; a fenſc- 
leſs condition is the very worlt con- 
dition : if you rightly conſider, you 


have cauſe to bleſs God for a Spiris 


of Bondage , that while many milli-. 


ons are riding Poſt to Hell, God hath. 
ftopt you that were running the ſame; - 
Road ; Remember therefore far your: - 
comfort, that many have been leadro, 
che place of Execution, and have 
ſtood with the rope about their necks) 
| having the ſeneence of death in them- 
ſelves, and yet have been pardoned: - 
after ſo great a fright 3. Many eltgiits-; 
ans are dealt with after the ſame man- 


ner; God may tave them-2 1 


while in the Jaylors cuſtody; in fear : 
of crernal Execution, | I mcan buf- 
fered by Satan -under remptations toy - 


deſpair ) and.yer God may.gome in 
TY B 4 Pins! with 
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[18] 


with ZPardon arlaſt, only he intends. 
ro-fright us from fin by this means 


for the future. I have heard of one 
whoſe friends had got him a Pardon, 
and yer ſuffered him to be lead ro the 
place of Execution, to make him be 
more afraid of lewd courſes for the 
future : There may be' a Pardon for 


-* us in Gods hand, and yer is may not 
- ſo preſently be given into oux band ; 


Nay, if you have been very long un- 
Cera Spirit of Bondage, though God 
pive a Pardon into your hand, yer 
you may not be able go read it, ( be- 
.ing under the dread of Execution ) 
Many now living beſides me, may 


- remember a man in Oxford , that was 


to drawLots for his life, and he crew 


| that paper wherein was write (Live) 


poſleſſ-d by fear of 


bt he was ſo 
_ death, that he threw it away , ſup- 
- poſing thar he was to die, until ſome 


-that ſtood nigh him read his Lott, and 
told him that was to live; fo it DAY | 
Y me 


4 2 \. - 
* IF CEELAS | 


= 4. "TIRE 3 A , 
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'&. ; GS [pe 4 
Vow. AS 7 52% 
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's fare with an \icted Conſcicsce Gall | 


'S may Write (Live,) and yet the fear of - 
E Hell may ſo far ſtupify the Soul, chat -_ 
1, it may not be able ro readrbe writing 344, © 
c In caſc of cempration ix.is {afeſt ro let © * 
[- ſome other Chriſtian read the writi 
{- for vs, to let other Chriſtians jodge 
IC of our condition. : 
Je ' Remember cherefore, that you were 

; under Satans Bondage, before vow | 
J- were under the Spirit of Bondage; it - 
d is much better to be Gods Prifoner, 
et | chan Satans, a man hardned in fin, is 
©, a Priſoner without hope ; but a man 


) bruiſed for Sin, is a Priſoner of hope; 
y and though this terrifying work of a © 


s | © troubled Conſcieuce be not Grace, 

7 yct it is in order emto. Grace, all thoſe _ 

) ccrrours that do not end in final de-. 
f ſpair, areſtill in order ro Converſion, _ | 
z= andthe deepcr God cutts and laynces | 
c the Sou), the loner | ic will be h | 

d ; _ f "rd P 


am 
-% 
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» to hear that there is good hopes 


- [20] 
It is a great comfort to a Patient 
of 
his recovery, although he be till kept 
in the Chirurgeons hands, or though 


_ they cell him it will be a very long 


"Cure, the hope of cure revives him, 


although he may endure much miſery 


before the cure be perfected, Ir is a 
great comfort to a Travailer co hear 


_ that he is in his right way, although 


G 


+ 
* 


he may paſs chrough tnany dirty lancs 


. andrugged paths, and perhaps may 


be ſee upon by Robbers : alchough the 


[- way be tedious and dangerous, yer 


1: pms up, itis the right way, 
*and will bring him to' his journeys 


end at lhaft. + | 

-  Alchough the way which the'Sp1- 
rit uferh, ſeem a tedious and unplea- 
ſant'way, © yet it is the right way to 
Heaven z and though you may think 


| .yonarc kept long ina courſe of Spiri- 
rual Phyſtck, yer the hope of a per- 


fe& cure at Jaſt, may keep you from | 


deſpai Te | And 
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[a1] I 

And hereirt w:ll be' needful ro an! 
ſwer ſome ObjcRions which troubled 
Conſciences make. 

Alas you ſpeak all this while troa 
wrone party : I have no Grace, and 
therefore there is no hope for me. "7 

Anſwer, 1.. It is a happy turn that. 
you ſee the want of Grace. 2, It is 
well that you are made deſirous to 
have Grace, theſe arc good ſteps to- 


\ 


: Wards Grace. 


F An|wer, 2. To have Grace is one 


thing , and to know that we have 


Grace is another; that Foſeph liverh 


1s one thing , and that Zacob knows 
.that Joſeph liveth, is -quirte another 


thing, for 7 cob thought he had been 
roxn in pieces by ſome wilde beaſt ; 


and made a ſolemn mourning for him, 


Gen. 34. Ver. 34, 35. In the obſcu-: _ 
rity of a winters night all the Wares . -| 
remain in the Shop, but we ſce theny . .*;; 


not except we baye a Candle, or carry. © 


till day appear again 5 There may be 
Grace _ 
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[22] 
Grace in the heart and we nor diſcern 


Its commonly thoſe that fay they 
haveino Grace, have more Grace then 
thoſe that fo confidently prechaim 
themſelves ro be Citizens of Hea- 


ven. | 
2 Objedtion, But can ſuch a wretch 


2s I expeQ Grace, that have ſpent ſo 


many years in ſinful courſes, and have 
finned ſo deſperately as I have done? 


Anſwer, God ſuith, That if we: 
ronJemn our ſelves here, we ſhall not ".- 
_ condemned hereafter, 1 Cor, 11. chap... 
| 32+ vey. Pre-judging of thy ſelf is a 

good fhgn that God is fitting thee for 


mercy. Although ſuch is the froward 


Gipotition of men, that repeated af- 
fronms:biced an irreconcilable alie- 
-n&ien-in our bearts., Yet ſo .infinite- 
Iy is Gods mercy, that he called upon 
| Zadah to return-to him, after he had 


piayed the Harlot wich many lovers, 


 Jerem. 3. ver. 1. &nd in the 12 ver, 


God bids backtl: man. Iſrael ro rexurn,,. 


_ and 


a 


* ow) wh 3 


_ for the greaceſt fins, 


[23] 
and inthe 55 ſat. ver. 7. God pro- 
miſeth mercy 19 the wicked and unrigh- 
trous man; And becauſe the poor 


ſelf-condemning finner ſays he hath - 


abundance of fin, therefore God ſays 
that he will abundantly pardon, not an- 


ly thoſe thar are ſinners in clieir own. 
reckoning , but even thoſe whoſe- 
lewd lives have deſerved the name of 
wicked and unrighteous; yet let thery 0 | 
recurn to me ſays God and they ſhall 
be.pardoned ; no matter how defpe> 


rate we think our condition to- be, if 
Chriſt undertake the cure, if -he þe 
our Phyfirian, 


Nay, if we believe that Chriſt is 


now.in Heaven, who-had the fins of 


all the world laid on his back when 


he was on Earth, we may the more 


caſily believe Gods readineſs to-pat- 
don the greateſt ſinner, and: allo 


Chyiſts merit to be able ro anſwer 


” > k 
» A pe, +} 8 


«of ao p 
% I ' 
- - " 
- 


1. La] 
. A 3 Objetion, Bur Feich and Re- 
penrance are the conditions of Par- 
don; bur cannot believe, nor re- 
.penr, and he that belicverh not i con- 
demned already, Fohn 3. wer, 15. 
Anſ. Thar Scripture ſpeaks of a final 
. unbchief, he that dies in unbelicf, To 
be earneſt with God for Faith, is a 
fign of ſome Faith; that man , Mark 
9. Ver. 24, Lord 1 believe, help thas 
my wnbelief. He did not ſay, I can, 
or I cannot believe, bur Lord I defice 
to believe, and I believe thar thou 
canſt help my uabelief : Our Saviour 
ſeems to ſay unto troubled Conſci- 
ences, as he daid to the blind man, 
Mat.:9, ver. 28. Do ye believe that 7 
| Unable rodothi ? andihey ſaid, yea 
Lord , then ſays Chriſt, according ts 
your Faith be it unto you , here was 
'Faich cnough to fir chem for-a cure. 
. -- And for Repenrance, (Chriſt is ex- 
_ alted co give Repenrance, and Remiſ- 
_ Gon of fins, As 5, ver, 31; Since 


4 


[25] - 
you know that you cannot belieye, 
nor Repent, pray unto Chriſt , and 
He will enable you :. Peter denyed 
his Maſter thrice, and yer Chriſt 


looked back upon him, and recover-- 


ed him againg Let che greateſt finners 
look unto him, and they ſhall be par- 
doned, | 
Take heed of Cav's unbelief  24y 
fin « greater than ] can bear; Or as 
the Note in the Margent of the Bible, 
is greater than may be forgiven : He 


did not ſay ſo, becauſe it was ſo; bur. . - 
it proved to be ſo, becauſe he faid'.. -:-} 
ſo : Unbelief makes fin unpardon-»:/ ---7 


able: 


No fin can damn the Soul, if fad! k 


» Sv,  » 


Unbelicf be nor added co it > And- 


this made St. Auſtin ſay, Thou: hoſt - 


L 


Cain , for the Mercy of God's far grea\ © 


ter than the greateſt (in. 


 You'ſay you do not repent ; Pray | 


rel} me, is fin your ſolace, or your 


ſorrow 2 doth it make you mery-,' or 


5 . 
P: 

. 
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[26 ] 
doth it make you mourn £ do yoti 
love Sin, or do you Jloath Sin? is ir 
| that evil which you,allow, or that 
}. evil which you allow not 2 Pau! was 
a true Penitent even when he com- 
, plained of a Body of Sin, a Law in his 
Members, which made him do the evil 
which he hated, Rom. 9, ver. 15-19, 
compared, it ſhews you do repent; 
Seeing that Gad hath made you ſo 
 ſenfibly ro bewai! your impenitency 
"Therefore look unco Ghriſt whom 
The Father bath exalted ro give Repen- 
tance, and Remiſhon of fins, As 5. 
Ver, Ie 
Alaſs ! I cannot weep for my fans 
# I ought : outward ſuffcrings ferch 
g*nore rears from my eyes» then my 
"a fins ;; How bitterly did Peter weep up- 
_ - & on the remembrance of his denyal 2 
||, * ' How plentifully did Mary Magdalen 
|. ſhed rears when we waſhed our Savi- 
T6 ours Feet with 'them 2 but alaſsI can 
i ſcarce weep at all, | Et 
i 8 £ Anſwers | 
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- nid JOPGRIIE ſome are natually 
© more 


ol 


Abundance of tears do nor diviyt - 
declare true Repentance; We read of 


E/aw's Tears, but not of his Repen- 
cance. Gen, 27. VET, 34+. eas 38. He 


creed with an excerding bitter cry ; TE - 


lift wp his woict and wept, 
Tears ſeem to bs to be all of a co2 


lour, God only can put the difference; 


Eſas's tears , and Peter's, both wept 
birterly, and yet both of them weps 
lavingly. 

There may be triie repentance with 
out a flood of tears; the Thief on the 
Croſs was truly penitent, and yet we 
do not read of 4 tear that dropt front! 
his eyes : Devid truly repented, ahd 
yet we find no mention of any tears. 


when Nathan told him of his fins, 2. - : "_ 


Sam. chap. 12. Ver. 13s » 
Mr, Perkiis in his Caſes of Con ſence 


hath abundatily fatisfyed us; *thav 


_ Ate nor abſoknely neceſſary. to 
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[28] 
, more dry of conſtitution, and barren 
of Tears than others. I knew a Boy 
that was not able to ſhed a tear ro ſave. 
a whipping : True Repentance is to 
be judged of, more by the inward ſor- 
row of the beart, then by the onward 
ſorrow that runs down the checks ; 
the greater the inward grief is , the 
fewer tears will fall; as a high wind 
keeps back the ſhowers off, the great 
combuſtion in the foul may keep back 
the ſhowers of tears; And ſo there 
may be true Repentance with dic 
cheeks. | Es 
There is great weeping and wailing | 
in Hell, but no true Repentance. 
Children are more caſte to ſhed rears 
than grown men ; Sighs and groans 
" ISthe uſual way of expreſſing the grea- 
teſt ſorrow, 
And whereas. you ſay you cannot 
weep {o much for fins as for ourward 
ſufferings : for ought that we can 
find, Hezekjab wept more at the meſ- 


ſage 
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[29] 
-ſage of Death, than when he humbled 
oy | himſelf for the pride of his heart. 
ve | Iſai. 38. ver. 14. 
ro David's ſickneſs drew more reavs 
Or- |} from him than his Sins, Pſal. 2. ver. 
ud 5, 6. What bitter Jamentation did 
S 3 he make when he received the unwel- 
he | come tidings of 4b/alemrs death 2. 3. 
nd | Kings chap. 18, laſt ver. and 19, chap. 
eat | 4. Ver. 
ck Thoſe things thar moſt preſs the 
ere: | outward ſenfes, do ſqueeze out moft 
tic | tears : To ſee our Houſe on fize, word 
|| moreeahfily force tears from our eyes, 
ing | than to hear a Sermon of the fite of 
| Hell, although that'be- much- more 
ars | dreadful news. 
ans To conclude this particular, a 
rea- | lefactor thar is condemned ro the 
: lows, may ſhed more rears than one 
not | that is pardoned; and yet: he thar is 
ard | pardoned may be OLE penttenk # aan 
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[30] 


| fris dangerous to! make any ſtand- 
ard ro meaſure true Repentance; for if 
you will ſer any, it muſt be the high- 
eſt of all ; ſo that unleſs you are ſure. 
.that you weep as burterly as Peter, or 
Mary Magdalen, the Devil will Rill 
cell [you it is not true Repentance : be- 
es it looks ſo like a Papiſtical trick 
-Cas if you thought that rivers of tears 
could waſh away fin wichout the 
bloed of Ghriſt:) And when we have 
wept until we can weep no more, if 
\Faith be not mixed with our Tears, ir 
i buc legal Repenrance. 


. Alaſs ! Bur I have commirted foil 
5 fince wy firſt converſion, 


Anſwer, . 


' $6 did both David and Peter ; 46d 
recover themſelves bag 


Tn. did- bag 4 
Ko Faith i in clus Chriſt, nd Repen- 
rance 


Faithe 


[0] 
rance from dead works; Therefore 
confeſs your fins to God , and think 
of that comfortable portion of Scris 
pture, I. Epiſtle John 2. chap, ver, 1. 
If any man ſin we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous: 
It is not ſaid, If any man fin nor , 
but if _avy 24» fin, Thus poor finners 
g0 loaded to Heaven with abundance 
of experience of the riches of Gods 
Grace, and freeneſs of this Mercy in 
pardoning their heinous trafiſgreſfi- 
ONS. 


There are commonly Three hins 
drances in the way of afflicted Gons 
{ciences, 


| Ts L8oking only upon Sin, 


Ld 


miliry. 


3- A ſearching for the fruits: of 
Repentance > before we are fire of 
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| oy. and not to their Saviour. 


"oe my Sins are crying Sins » 


Pat chat he ſhould bleed ro death 5 || 
Bit when he ſeerh the $kilful Chi- | 
xurgeon about to dreſs it, and con- 


look no further than their Sins » 
which deſpairing thoughts would 
ſpyn vaniſh if then we could; 


2 OO. 


© hy look only upon their 


8 
th \ 


Alaſs fayes the afflicted Conlci- 


Crimſon Sins, Scarlet Sins, Scan- 
datous Sins, foul , frequent , com- 
mitred againſt much Lighr, much | 
Love, againſt much Means, much | 
Mercy * If a wonnded Man ſhould 
only hook upon the bleeding wound, 

would it not make him faint for 


fiders his $kill to cure i 5 this 
vpholds his finking Spirits, even 
ſo poor. Sinners muſt needs faint, 
and ' deſpair of Pardon, while they 
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look: 


[37] 


look up to our Saviour, are notall | 


figs caſte ro be pardoned by Infinite 


| MEICY\, .. Hy 


It was an excellent anſwer that one 
returhed the. Devil , when he told 
him ofthe heinouſnefs of his fias., 
thy fins ſhould be pardoned too , if thou 
couldſt believe. _ ET 3 

Chriſt can more eaſily pardon ſe- 
venty offences to. us, then we cap ſc- 
ven to one another ; He dclighteth to 
forgive much; ſoro engage us to loye 


. 


him much. When ſomexold the Ru- ; 


ler that his Daughter was dead , ard 
bid him not crouble the Maſter, Mark 
5, ver. 35, 36. Chriſt bids him fear 


not. only believe; and ſo to that other. 


perſon, Mark 9. ver. 23. If shoucanſt 

believe , all things arc poſſible to 

him. thar believeth. Ls EI 0M 
' When Martha ſaid , by thu time he 


tinteth, for he hath been dead four days,” 


y0h,11.ver. 39,40. Chriſt checks hey, 


(547d I ndt unto thee, thai if thou nowldſt 


© | teliew 


- therefore the more proper for Chriſt 


o 


Ln [28] 
believe, thou ſhoulaſt ſee the Glory of God? 
' * "Theſe were all deſperate c:ſcs, and 


the Great Phy ſitian, 

Chriſt can cure invererate Ulcers, 
aſwel as green wounds; therefore look 
-up to Chriſt,while you look down up- 
on your fins , ſee what power Chriſt 
hath to ſave, while you behold what 
power fin hath co damn; that ſo while 
you ſee in your ſelves great cauſe .of 
Gp you may ſcc in Him far greater 
caule of hope. LE 


2., Hindrance to afflited Conſci- 
ences, is, a proud humiliry, or a kind[ 
of ſceming mannerlynefs ; It may bf | 
like Peter, | thou thinkſt it not good , 
-manners co let Chriſt waſh thy Feer,ſ : 
Jobn 13. wer. $. Thou ſhals never waſbl | 
my Fees ; Calvin's note on thoſe words] x 
- ” rg often lurketh under pretence off ; 
elit, away with this deftruRiveg| . 
mangers, ſeeing that the great work 
which Ged requirech of us, is, tobef y 
lieve in Chriſt as our Saviour, 'and:. 
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d?| ro believe thar He both can and will 
nd fave us to the uttermoſt , ſarcly we 
iſt] cannor do it roo ſoon, | 

3 Hindrance. Ir may be thax thou 
ſcarcheſt for the ripe fruits of Re« 
pentance, before thou are ſure thas 
thou haſt Faith ; - in che work of our 
ſpirizual ingrafting into Chriſt, we are 
ike crab-ſtocks newly graficd, which 
do not inftantly bear fruit che ſame 
day, or weck, or the ſame month chat 
they are grafted ; If we be truly in- 
| grafied into Chriſt by Faith, Repant; 
(ci-] ance, and the fruics of is will appear 
afrerwards, but not the ſame hour 
that we arc ingraficd, (I mean not {@ 
ns to be- diſcerned by us) look after 
Faich firſf , before you ſearch after 
ſol Repentance ; Faith will help: us £9 
repent : Pasl did nox bid the Jailor £0 
ce off repent, bur believe firſt, 4s 16.407 


tivq 30,31. He knew chat Faith would + , 


or; work Repentance; If che Devil ecll 


be] you (that gov ſhould hewe repemted fours © © 
—_ = oy © 


=: 130) 
| er) Remember that crue Repentance 
can never be coo late, Chrift dycd be- 
fore you finned 5 If therefore you be- 
| lieve in Chriſt now .- you ſball be as 
| ſurely pardoned as if you had begun 
your repentance ſooner : Repent, for 
| _ your deferring repentance ſo long.and 
[| remember that che-repenting Thief 
was noe rejected ,. though it were at 
ths iaft hour, | 
:-*4. ObjeQion- Bur I am fo conti- 
ritally haunced with cemprations, ci- 
"| ther ro-Blaſphcmy-, or Self-mutrcher, 
4 or one-black and deviliſh rewpration 
ij or other ,- that {ſleeping or waking 1 
1 am-a terror to my ſelf. 
C | '* nf, So were all true Saints more j 
# | or leſs haunred with the like rempra- || r 
8 tions, 'that have lain. longer underaf 5 
* Spirit of: Bondage. : This:may be a 
good fign that we have not given Sa- 
ran a peaccable poſſeſſion, . when he 
- thus ſtrives to. make a forcible entry$+ 
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'by ſuch hornid remprations, 


[31] * 
The Devillets thew aloneof whom 
| he thinks he hath made ſure work, 
- | bur he aſſaults thoſe moſt with the 
- | greateſt cemprations, that ars {triving 
; | ro get our of his clutches. © + 
5. Object, But alaſs , 1 have ſome- 
r || thing that cells me, I have withſtood 
d | my day of Grace: 
f Anſwer, That ſomething muſt be 
© | either from God, or Satan : Itcan- 
not be from God, for Hetells none, 
1- | that they ſhall die iv their fins, bur - 
i- | ſuchas obſtinacely reje& Jeſus Chriſt, 
r, | and refuſe co be ſaved by him 18- 
"n | deed Chriſt ſaid to the Phariſees, go 
I} away, but ye (hall die in your ſins, Fob © 
8. ver. 21. But if you take notice af} _ * 
It, *<was i[poken to them that blaſpit=; 7 = 
med Chriſt, and ſaid, He had + Dev = KM 
Jobn 17: ver. 20, ; a 
This may be a comfortable notes | 
Chriſt ſaid to. the Penicent Adulterex; © , 
hel Fohn $, wer. 11. neither as 1 condews _© 
IV th Agd yer he ſaid 10 the ſelf- ' * 
F d | C3  Juſtfying 
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[32] 
juſtifying Phariſees, Te bal diein your 
| ns. Thar finner that confeſſerh and 
bewaileth his guiltineſs, him Chriſt 
abſolveth ,; but that Soul that thinks 
it ſelf Righteous without Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs, He abhorrerh. 

If fin be your burden, Chriſt calls 
you to Him; and therefore this ſome- 
thing that tells you you are damned, 

F muſt be from Satan that old Iyer. 
F You may know the Devil to be a 
i Iyer inthis, as well as in other things ; 
or God never made Saran of his Pri-! 
vie Council, to know who are to beſſ1n 
_ fayed, and who are to be damned ;|{h 
*Yyr pray tell me, [x 
Suppoſe the Devil ſhould rel you| de 
- that you ſhould be ſaved, would youſ/0 
. believe himthen 2 : [*be 
— Why then do you heed him now, po 
that he ſayes you ſhall be damned 9th: 
as you would miſttuſt your condition #9: 
more , if Saran ſhould tell you -rha 
yon ſhould be ſaved; ſo now yod hayvegſ® 
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cauſe to miſtruſt ic leſs, becauſe he tels 
you youthat you ſthalbe damned, Ifthe. 
Devil ſhould poſſibly know that you 
ſhould be damned , for certain he.. 
would never tel! you ſo, for fear of 
awaking your Conſcience, and make-. 
ing you look aftcr Salvation; If Je- 
ſus Ehriſt do not tell us that we ate. 
damned , we need not regard. whar 
Satan ſays, for whatever he ſaich, he: © 
1s a lyer, b. LED 

This is not thi firſt lieSatan hath 
cold in this kind, many arenowlaved 
in Heaven, whom the Devilroldthey: 
ſhould ' be darfihed + You may read 
two remarkable ſtories in Mr, Clarks. 
deſcription of the Lives of Mr. Ba{- 
and becauſe 
the latter ſtory is appolice co this pur- 


x1 poſe, | havetranſcribed ir; The perſon 
that was poſſcſſed, hisname was Fen. 


Fox-+- The Devil ſpake thus ro Mrs 


2 Rothwel Say pnthing to meof tha may 


b 


vw ker damned : Mr, Rothwel an- 


{wers* 
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ſwers, thou art opt F athey of lies , nor 
aft thou ſo _- ell acquatzed- with Gods 


"wind concerning this man, which makes 


ghee thus torment him ; therefore 1 be- 
lieve thee niet, 1 believe he fhall he Javed 
by Teſus Chriſt. 

The Devil replyed, He ic a Marder- 
er, and thos knouweſt no Murderer muſt 
emer into the Kingdom of Heaven, Mr, 
Rothwel. Thos t5:t again, for David 
was a Murderer > and yet « in Heaven , 
and the Fews with 'wickea hands craci- 


fiedthe Lord of Glory » yet, both Chriſt 
. . prayed to his Father to forgive them ; 


And Peter exborts them to repent , that 
at ſins might be blotted out. 
" Devil. But this man hath not, canner, 


foal not repent. 


Mr. Rothw. If he had nit , thou 
wouldſt not have told bim ſo; but if he 
have not, 1 believe God will give him re- 
—_— and then - wot be ROWS jo 
hinder it, 


f -# 
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6 Objeft, Bur you know there is 2 


| fin unto death, a fin that ſhall never 


be pardoned, and I fear I have Com - 
mitted chat fin. 

Anſwer, I am glad you hone ir, for 
it is ſo much the more likely that you 
haye not finned that fin : Indeed Sa- 
tan doth much perplex troubled Con- 
ſciences wich rhe. fear of ſinning the. 
unpardonable fin , yea, I am paſwa- 
ded, that moſt of the Ele&, if nocall, 
are afraid they haye, or ſhall corey 


that fin. 


Troubled Souls are-co obe'diffwaded 


from muſing ſo much. on .that nice 
Subject. 


No man can poſitively dererwing 


. what the unpardonable fin is, and of 


all men you are the moſt .unfic to. 


ſearch it out., - 
7 and laſt objeton. Alaſs, I aye 


lain ſo long in this deſpairing, con- 
dition, that I doubr 1 fhall never get 


ont of 1 If. 
Anſwer, 


MN 


| Jo 
Anſwer. Many were under bodily 
diſtempers, and yet were healed at 
laft. . 
When evex Chriſt commeth, ,He 
brings a cure with him - We read of 
2 Man that was impotent 3$ years, 
| _ 5. Ver. 5, 6, 7, and yet Chriſt 
caled him. 

The Wemanthat was bowed toge- 
ther by an evil Spicit 18 years, and 
yet Chriſt loofed her from her infir- 
mity z and rhat which is a comfort- 
able word for thee co confider, Chriſt 
calls her a daughter of 46brahan, al- 
though ſhe was poſſefſed by a Dev), 
Lyke 13. ver. 16, The continuance of 
your temptation doth nor hinder you . 
from being a davghter of Abraham. - 
That I may draw towards a con- 
elufion ; If you confider whag hate- 
fal fins you haye commirted, and how 
Jong you have lived in fin withour any 
forrow for fin, you need not wonder 
that God ſends you ſo long 8 vime of 
forrow now. Abſalom 


Abſalom was greatly beloved of Da-.. 
vid; and yet when he had murthered 
Amnon, he was bannifhed three years 
. from Fer#ſalem, and when David re+. 

called him from baniſhment, yer for. 
two years more he ſaw not the Kings 
face, 2. Sam, chap. 13. wer, ult. and 
compare it with chapter 14. verſe 28. 
David {uffered him to dwell in his 
Kingdom, but did not preſent y admir 
him to his Court , to fhew his juſt 
diſpleaſure againſt his abominable- 
murder. — 

God way bring a ſinner home by 
converting Grace, and yet not make 
him or her ſenſible thar they are recei- 

. ved intofavour by comforting Grace, 
God doth not welcom home all his 
Prodigals with Muſick and Feafting g 
ſome one he may to declare his Mercy, 
bur nor all, co ſhew his juft abhor- 
rence of our Prodigaliy, ES 

The bleſſed Spirit is firſt a Refiner) 

before it prove to be our i x 
| þ 


/ 


[38] 


| He is/a ſanRifying Spiric before he 


prove a witneſſing Spiric, He purgeth 
away our'Sin, before he ſh-w us our 
Pardon ; che. Holy-Gholt firſt clean-. 
Acth us, then comforteth us; HE firſt 
remoyes our fins, bef:>:c he remove 
our ſorrows ; 1 he Apviiic {peaks of 
thoſe that had received the Spirit of 
Adoption, when he ſaid , 7he Spirit 
it ſelf beareth witneſs with our Spirit, in 
$ Rom. 15, IG. | [8 
God may make us his children, and 
yet may nor inſtantly dandle us on his 
knee. 

; . To ſhut up this matter: 

Ie is ſaid, that /ſrael in Egypt did 
not hearken ro the promiſe of Delive- - 
rance, by reaſon of their anguiſh of 
Spirit, occaſioned by their cruel Bon- 
fdage, a very remarkable Scripture, 6® 
Exo4. 6,7. But though Moſes ſpake to 
then from God , yer they hearkened 
ot to the Promiſe ,” for anguiſh of 
pirir, and for cruel Bondage : The 
3 ___ paralel 


= 
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[39] 
paralel is eafie, lying long under a 
Spirit of Bondage may make us deaf 
for a while to all the Promiſes of Par- 
doning Mercy, and free Grace, 

Now let me petſwade you to read 
the Promiſes more often , and tore 
more ſeriouſly, ſtudy the nature.of 
free Grace wore, Pray more, although 
Satan tell you you are unf to Pray 
For if the thoughts of our unficneſs 
can drive us from Prayer, be will al-_ 
ways ſuggelt that we are unfic,, ſorp 
make us ſtill more ur fic by our own 
neglect; the more unfit weare to pray, 
the more need we have to uſe the 
words of that D:ſciple in Luke 11. 
ver, 1. Lord teach us to Pray, &c. The 
more weſce our unficneſs ro Pray, the 
more need we have to preſs God to 
make good that gracious Promiſe ia 
Rom, $,ver.26. Likewiſe the Spirit alſo 
 helpeth our infirmities , for we know 
not what we ſhould pray for as we 
oughr, 6#1 the Spipit it ſelf maketn Inter 
ceſsion for us, KC. = Some 
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[49] 
Some adyKe is needful to 
Miniſters, how to handle ten* 
der Conſciences, and that fol- 
Jows 1n the ſhort Notes of the 
\ $ next Sermon: 
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| Luke 4. Ver. 18. 
I The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, <=") 
berauſe he hath anointed me to 74 
preach the Goſpel to. the poor 5 
He hath ſent me to heal the 
broken hearted, to. preach de+ 
liverance to the Captives,' and 
Pecomertng of fight ts the blind: 'P 
 #o J7 at liberty them tar are bl 
Alicſe woes are our gſ 1 
viours firſt Text which* ©.” | 
he raughe upon in Ne-- ' Þ 
. Iareth, as you may ſec) E | 
 » | ver. 16 : Godthe a -- \Þ 
" Spixir direed Chriſt ro char Teks - _ * Þ 
of St CINTUIL 3 vt une mop. oof 
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1 GE, 
| Theſe.words are taken ou.of the 
16 of 1/ajub, being very little altered, 
that being the Prophecic of what 
_ Chriſt now began to'perform. 
an For Diviſion . £ 
1. Here is ſomething affirmed ;. 
Spirit of the L.ord.is upon me, 
2. 'A. reaſon afſigned; becauſe he 
hath axnointed me 10 preach the 'Goſpet, 
&cs 
ſs Some particular dutiesof Cheiſts 
Office repeated , af abt the Gofpeb 
#0 the poor , to heal the broken hearted, 
70 preach deliverance to to the Captives, 
$0 preach recovering of fight to tht bltnd, 
| ”n preath libertyto.ther that” arengmiſes 
| 'Far:Explicavion. - 

"7 Spirit of: the Lord is pon me. 
Cliriſtians reeciye: a. meaſure of the 
Graces! and -giftvof, the Spirit ,' bur. 

.  Chrift: acgceived : the Spirit __—_ 
| meaſure; fobs 3ovVer,34s JorTf Figay'y 
. Several: Saimrs are-more cirinent in | 
ſeveral Gifes and Graves? - Aeſerbod 
- 9180-7 CA. ao 


C45) 


the ſpi iric- af " Meckneſs and Miracles ; 
All the Judges of 1ſradl had the gife | 
of Governmem and Fortitude , _— 
won had _—_ _ of 'Wildum , the $ 
Prophets had che Spirits of Prophecy, 
—_— had Fu. gift bf Vongae: 
and Interpretation of . Goſpel Myſte= 
ries, Butin Jeſus Chriſt the fulneſs 
of all Graces and Guifts do meer us in 
their proper Cemer : Achriſtian tnay' 
[be ſaidto berrich in Grace and Gifts; 
bur Chriſt only is full, He hah all 
fulnefs. - 

Becanſt he hath avinted me 10 preach 
the Gu) cl, Here Chriſt ſhews 'ahe: 
world his lawful Commiſſion: :' Be. 
aſhamedall ye char climb up imv'che 
Miniſtry by any other way, hen of 
lawful Ordinacion;; "Chriſt ſhews tils! _ 
Orders from Heavei ; and mark it-}- 
our Swviour doth not '& 

Spirit of the Lord & upon. wee, therefor! 
$t bach” ſont me; but hurauſe br path. 


Uh We, therefore rhe "4 at F #780. le; 
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[463 
.. God beſtows a meaſure of Gifts 
up3n every one whom he fends into I} 1 
the Miniftr y , bur he doth not fend |} ,, 
every one into the Miniſtry upon | |, 
whom he beſtows a meaſure of Gifts; ÞÞ ,1 
Gifts without Ordination, is no law- || 
ful iniftion. | 
_ Td preachthe Goſpel to the pooy. This 
$ for what end Chriſt received the 
| Gifts of the Spirit, co make him an 
|  - :: able Preacherof the Goſpel, 
| þ- ſent to preach the Law, bu Chriſt is Þ 
ſent to preach the Goſpel ; _ Meſes the . 
ſervant of God, handed the Law to 
| $ 7frachafterthe Fleſh : Chriſt the only {| 
'_ - . begotten Sonof God, handed the Go-- 
| ſpcl unto the ſpiritual feed ; We have 
loſt nothing (but time) by coming 
laſt into Gods Church , they were 
before us Gentiles in time, but weare | © 
before: thein: in priviledges.. th 
\ Topreach the Goſgel tothe poor, That |- 
is to ſay, to the poor in Spiris , ſuch]. 
3 | £ "7 = 25 : 
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2s {ce and acknowledge their want of 

Righteouſneſs; thoſe thar are ſenſible 

that they have provoked God, bur 

they have nothing whereby to appeafe 

his wrath, and need Chriſt ro ſtand 

|| their friend, to make peace between 

| God andthem. 

| To heal the broken hearted. That is, 

ſuch whoſe conſciences are terrifyed 
and tormented with the guilt of Sin, 

| according to the Greek word, it is, 
thoſe whoſe hearts ara cut aſunder, mean- 
ing with the ſenſe of fin, and ſorrow 

'Þ for fin, God hath ſent me to purify 

| and pacify ſuch accufing conſciences. I 

| Topreach deliverance tothe Captives..-... -. vi 

'] He meaneth nor thoſe whom menr=""_ "1 

'Þ have enſlaved ro their power, - bur **: 388 
thoſe rhar ſee themſelves in ſpiritual - 

{lavery to fin and Saran. | 

FF Andrecovering of fight to the blind. 

4 Chriſt is the lighrof the world, He is 
the day Star from on high that viſiterh +: 
us who.gre walking in darkneſs. '.  - 


i © ROS Ihe 
Ls a4 £ : - So Ke , 
TC OE LIRA © Tv 
* v% # —_ - hy a” ». .Þ 2 
o ez %% : + >! Yak " 
bz © —-. 7 4 " 
- —_ a v ” 


2 
F \ . 6 4 
" . + 4 ab : j 
ein . = -525 ana. Ho . . 
5. 0% "an rote Ee ea AE a ct ans CO 1 TY _ *> v "Be 9 
Y _ « , 4 . J ” 


_—_ 
The: world wichour Chriſt was 3 
dark Dungeon; . The Heathens were 
like the Sodamites when the Angel 
_ - had truck them with blindneſs : I is 


{aid that they wearied themſelnues to fins 


the dore. Gen.19.4/67.11. Chriſt is cal-ſ\ 
led in Scripture : #he dore of Sabvatics | 
the blind-folded Hearhens wearied 


| thetnſclves in yain eo find this dore. 
 . Tp ſet at liberty them that are braiſes, 
Thoſe may be ſaid ro be bruiſed, that 
we ſtruggling: with fin, but cannot 
_ « Overcome fin,| burger many falls by 
- - Which their Souls are ſorely bruifed , 
. and their conſciences full of pain and 

. torment ; ſo that by all cheſe expreſ- 
fions we are taught-whar the Goſpel 

. offereth to us ; Namely, Chriſt offer 
th us his hand co pull us out of the 
loweſt pit of fin, and our of the dark 
Dungeon of Ignorance, to give liber- 
ty and ſpiritual freedom to us that are 
oppreſſed with'alÞ kinds of miſcries, 
that we that we poox may be enriched 
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with-his Grace, thit wethatare blind." uy} 
may be. enlightned bythe light of his. 
Goſpel; that we who'Þby nature are © 


Sarans bond-flayes, my be made frees 


and ſer at liberty by tim. 


And as the Father 'ſefr Ehrifl on 


this errand J ſo Chiiſt ſends his 'Mi1- 


niſtets on the ſameerrand : 'You ſee 


therefore what 'kind of People you 


hzve to deal with, ſuch as are fpiricu- 
ptives, and bruiſed. | 
The Doctrine TI ſhall name is this. 
That Chriſt hath an eſpecial eye to thoſe 
that are affiifted tn Conſcience, And 


the'Reaſons may be ſach as theſe, 


1. The reaſon inthe Text, becauſe 
it is his Office to rake (care of fuch, 
God hath ſent him for rhat end and 
purpoſe. i 
_ 2 Reaſons, the helpleſacſs'of fuch 


poor finners, they can do nothing 


bur weep and complain, figh* and 
mourn, and diſquiet chemſelyes more 


ally poor, broken hearted, blind; Ca- ' 
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[50] 4 


at the apprehenſion of their miſery , 


but do not know what to do to caſe 


their conſciences ; thereſore the mer- 
ciful nature of Chriſt makes him have 
a tender eye towards ſuch. 

.3 Reaſon. Becauſe ſuch are prepa- 
red for Chriſt ro deal with, ſuch are 
prepared to welcom the Goſpel : 
Chriſt preacht tothe Scribes and Pha- | 
riſees , but they thought themſelves 
ro be whole Kor needed not a Phyfi- 
tian, and therefore deſpiſed his help : 
but when he preached to the Publi- 
cans and Sinners, they followed him ; 
He preathed to that AHary noted as a 
finner,, and ſhe followed him weep- 
ing. Luke 7,ver, 37. Al the Publicans 
and Sinners drew nigh to heavy, Luk. 15, 
ver.1. Whereupon the Phariſes mur- 
mured, which gave an occafion to 
thoſe Parables in that chapter, of the. 


loſt Sheep, the loſt Groar, and the loſt 


SON, 


SS... ct 


Chriſt 


51] 

Chriſt is ſent to ſave thoſe that ſee 
their loſt condition without him, and 
ſuch only will bid welcom to the 
Goſpel. 

4 Reaſon why Chriſt bath ſuch an 
eyeto afflicted conſciences, is, Becauſe 
Satan is ſo buiſy with them, he ſeeks 
ro drive them to final deſpair of mer- 
cy, andto ſuggeſt "ii of Self- 
murther : Therefore as the Devil 
hath an evil eye towards them to-de- 
ſtroy them, Chriſt hath an eye of pi- 
tic and compaſſion towards them, to 
dcliver them, and to preach Salvation 
tochem, if Saran defire to winnow 
Peter , Chriſt will rake the. greater. 
CAE of him ; if Satan rempr- Peter. to 
denie his Maſter, Chriſt will look 
back upon him ro reclaim him again : 
Now this is a pattern for Chriſt's Mt- 
niſters to imitate; have an eſpecial 
eyero the fin- ſick Souls , the broken 
hearted. Inthecloſe of the former 
Sermon I hinted that ſome Advice 
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was needfu} amto- Miniſters how. to 


—  deal'with aMiRed conſciences, I re- 


ſerved it unto this place > . where I 
might preſent them with ſuch a bleſ- 
fed patternto follow. AMited con- 


-ſeoniors during'the time of temprati- 
*on, they are like blind men; there- 
fore deal with thee 2s ſuch”; lay no 

ſtumbling blocks before them ; make 
-yout Dodtrine plain and obvious, be 
"you inſtead of eyes unto them, per- 
'forinthe office of a good guide, and 
Teadthew) to Chriſt, and ro the Cove- 


nant of *Grace, and to the Promiſes ; 
they are broken and bruifed 'already 


therefore deal gently with chem; 
Handle their Souls with ſmooth, and 
'not with rugged/hands. 


We ſay a Chirurgeon needs an 
Exples eye, a Lyons heart, and a La- 


dies hand: ſo'we may ſay of a Mi- 
iniſter, he'needs an Eagles eye,” to be 


of a piercing fight in che Myſteries of 


the Goſpel ;- He needs a Lyons heart, 


having 


[53]. 


having ro do with wounded aud. LU- 
cerous Souls; He needs a Ladics hand, 
having to do with broken hearted n+ 
ners. Aﬀited confciengesazerhitſty, 
gnd i'ready: ro faint ; therefore lead 
them to-the "Rock: Jeſus' Gbrift; 
from. whoſe {ide (being. ftruck by the 
rodof-God,) do only fow thoſe wa-+ 
ters han can allay che ſcorching hear 
of an igflamed Confcience, and can 
refreſhrandt revive the; drooping Soul 
chat boweth under: this burthen- of 
tons; | hence do ifſue thoſe was 
ters tharican cleanſe the Conſcience, 
and waſh away the guilt of fin, which 
makes it ſo diſquiet and tormenting - 


after David had finned fon'y, by A« 


dultery and Murder, -he came to theſe 


waters, Pſalm 51, wer. 2. Waſh ve 
throwzhly from mine iniquity , and. 


”* % © 


clemia me from my fans | WEIRY 
Mofes's rod ſtruck the Rock that 
water might guſhous to the thirty tif- 
relites ; ; God's rod fixuck the ek 
| clus 


[54] 


Jeſus Chriſt, thar Mercy might flow 
out more freely ro the thirſty ſinner s 


If they bethirſty, lead them ro EThriſt 


the Fountain of living waters, - 

A wounded Spirit is ſhot wirh a 
poyſoned arrow, (I mean the ſting of 
ſin) be you therefore thar loving friend 
that may draw. out the venome* with 


your mouths, (I mean, by your godly 


council and ſcaſonable advice.) 

Do nox tell afflited Conſciences of 
2 God only, but of a God:reconciled 
im. Chriſt : put them into the clift of 


this Rock Jeſus Chriſt, when--you 


ſhew chem any thing of the Glory of 
Gods: - -. 

- They are bruiſed , therefore ſpeak 
not all Law unta them, but mingle 
Goſpel with 1g, leaſt you break thoſe 
whom God hath bruiſed. * 

Shew chem the cleanſing and com- 
forting Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and if 
cheir trembling Souls chance to pro- 
poſe any ſuch Queſtions as are in the 
_ - 6. Micah 


[55] 
6 Micah 75, will the Lord be pleaſed with 
thouſands of Rams ? Shew them the 
Lamb of God that taketh away t he fins of 
the world. "Ip EE 
While they cry. out of their own 
finfulneſs , ſer before them Chriſt's 
perfeR Righteouſneſs., and that He 
freely offers to cloath them with ir; 
ſhew them not only Chriſts abiliry co 
ſave, but Chriſts willingneſs to ſaves 
for that is ſound advice given by a late 
writers That Soul which « diſquieted 


for fin , muſt be pacifyed by ſomething 
that is not fin: He that « ſenſible of bs 
own unrighteouſneſs, muſt be made to ſee 
4 perfet righteouſneſs ſomewhere elſe , 
even the righteouſneſs of Chriſt : If ir 
were a prevailing argument with God, 
Exod. 32. vtr. 13. Topreſs him to pare 
don Iſracl for the ſake of Abraham. 
Iſaack , 4nd Jacob hi Servants, and 
his Covenant made with them, Thea 
ſurely it muſt needs be a ſtronger ar- 
gumenr, when a poor ſirther ſhall be 
| ſcech 


[86 ] 
fceeh God to remember Jeſas Chriſt 
his only begotten and well-beloved 
Yon that dyed for him, and his Co- 
venant made with Chriſt : Bur as af- 
Aifed conſ(ciences will be much fin- 


geting their ſore, and ſo put back 
their cure, The fight of Sin is a thick 


cloud, which will much hinder che 


ſight of a Saviour; Therefore when - 


they complain of great and manifold 
offences, do -you ſhew them Gods 
great 2nd manifold Mercies, Pſalm 51. 
wer 1.) Shew them Davids argument, 
Pale 25 .ver, 11. O Lord pardon mine 
Imgutey for it is great, Here is our t1- 
ſua} ObjeRion curned into an Argu- 

ment ; Ay Sins are grear, therefore I 
'feiar-God will #0t pardon them, ſays the 
donbting 
therefore Lord pardon 7t, ſays the be- 
lievidg Davids, even mercileſs men 
willdo much co ) purchaſe chem 2 great 
name ; the merciful God by pardon- 


ing great Griners, gers Himfelf agreat- 
er 


finner, My Iniquity iz ereat, 


[57] | 


&r name” of being Merciful ; She \ 


chen-how to frame an argument our: 
of Gods own words, -Fer. 33. ver. $, 
9. And 1 will cleanſe them from all 
their Iniquities whereby. they have ſinned 
againſt me, and whereby they have trapſ- 
greſſed againſt me, and is ſhall be #0 me 
a name of joy. « Praiſe and an Honour' 
before all the Nations of the Earth which 
ſhall hear allthe good that I av unto them. 
Preſs the Lord with His own words, 
to exalt His great name by cleanſing” 
and pardoning#thy fins; and: the 
more and- the greater 'they are , the 


more will His Mercy be glorifyed'# 


Seeing God defiggeth to be glorifyed 
in the great Actribute of his Mercyy/ 


we cannoc glorifie -4t' more, thaniby: 


throwing our ſelves upon/its 


If Satan aggrayatoont Sins, (as) 
he nevet fails -ro do'ir ro the purpoſe, 


! 


when he finds a'finner deſpairins,} 


ther we muſt ſcr-all-thexrue colours: 


upoli:Merey,. great! Merey,: glorious: | 
ous Ls Mercy, 


Mercy, rich Mercy, abundant Mercy; Þ 
and that which is beyond all that Sa- | 
tan can ſay of our fins ( Infinite Mer- $ 
cy) Shew them cherefore , that by Pt 
caſting our Souls upon Gods free F 
Mercy, - we do exceedingly glorific Þ3 
che Mercy of our God, and the me- F< 
rit of our Redeemer. | ae 

Do not rob God of the glory of Þ! 

his Mercy by your unbelief. _Þ 
Bur if the broken hearred finner [2 
yetobjcRtagainſt ir ſelf ; Alas my fins [A 
axe no ordinary fins , then do you pur 
them in mind, that Chriſt is no ordi- [0 

. nary perſon, His blood is no ordinary þ 

' price , His Redemption no ordinary 
work, and Gods Mercy in Chriſt is 
no ordinary matter. ” Jn! 

' Pawl did not deſpair of Pardon be- 
cauſe he faw himſelf co be chief of fin- 
ners, 1 7im, 1ch, ver.15. bur gloricd 

ſo much the more in Chriſts comiag f 
to ſave ſuch as he was : A Soul char fi 
is oncc Enabled to look upon A or 

=. | 


p? nis Saviour; . will not deſpair though 


- [Conſcience tell him be. is a grear fin- 


ic ſelf as Satan is co acculc ir, andyer 
ot deſpair of pardon , but implay 
Satans malice aSan argument for grea- 
er love to Jeſus Chriſt : ThofEthar 
deſpair of Mercy, ſhould be much 
x Þrefſed with the greax iBjury done to 


Gods Infinite Mercy, and to Chriſts 


xr [ofinice Merit by ſuch as deſpair of 
is Pardan's -for it is as much as 80 make 
x God an unmerciful God , and Chriſt 
j- jo be an Impotent Saviour : and it is 
y þ moſt dangerous fin in reſpeR of us, 
ry for iF-blocks up the way to Mercy ; 


is þ1 ouber fins might be pardoned, if 


znbelief did not intercept our Pardon, 
of the 3:70.ver . 18. He tharbelievah a08 

condemned already, becauſe he blievah 
pot in the name of the only. begoiten Son of 
 Fo@,' It is not faid, , becauſe he was a 


Irua . awd: bu becauſe he bellows 


7 | 


ner, but can be as willing to accuſe 


Vhoxe-monger, or a. Thick» ors 
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[61] 
ſeek help £ delays are dangerous in this 
caſe, Now then ask your Souls the 
ſame queſtion , ſeeing ſin hath made 
ſuch a dangerous wound in thy con- 
ſcience, why do mot you .go forth, 
why do 08 you ſeek after Jeſus Chriſt £ 
q are dangerous inthis caſc I am 
res. 5 

If Faith be the condition of the | 
che new Covenant, we cannot believe 
too ſoon; urge thoſe that yield to de- 
ſpairing thoughts wich choſk words. 
T of Reverend Dr, Sibbs : Judas did far 
: cole in acſpairing of Pardon, than in 
ng of Chriſ, In the latter indeed 
7 Wf rojed Chriſt's humane natare, but 

" by deſpair he ri. hs Divine natare, 
Who doubts but if Cai? had nor 

4 deſpaired , he might have been ypar- 
doned. 
'' Will you flic from Chrift becauſe 
you are ſinners * will the fick man 

] ſhun the company of the " ſician, 
1 becauſe he is fick ? - m 
E 2 " The 
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[63] 
The Chas upbraided Chriſt, 
chat he was a friend to Publicans and 
Sinners, M#f. 11, vir. 19. tojteach 
thee that he is no enemy co the vileſt 
ſinner that cometh co Him for mercy. 
AfMiaed conſciences are weak ſighted; 
or like the Diſciples, their ezes are held, 
Luk. 24. ver. 16. Chriſt « near them, 
but they ſee bim mnt, © © 
" Therefore let all Miniſters, and 
alſo all good Chriſtians endeavour to 
tp act defeR, by leading themunto 
Chriſt, and opening che Promiſes of 
rhe Goſpel unto chem; end ſince they 
feel the ſting of the fiery Serpene in 
their Souls, ſhew them their Saviour, 
who is the truth 'of the brazen Ser- 
pent; help them to lean upon Chriſt 
that tryed Stone, ſo called //4.28.ver. 
16, Chriſt isa tryed Stone indeed, 
whom neither the weight of the fins 
of the whole world, nor the malice 
of all che Devils in Hell, nor the rage 
of his perſecutors on Earth, northe 


ye BY Ip wor oY prog $0 tenctpe - A fa. lt, © 


| [63] 
. weight of Gods wrath due for the fins 
of mankind, (which was much hea- 
vier "than all che former) conld once 
make to-yield ar all; or co fly oo of 
irs proper place ; and therefore Ehnft 
is only fit to be the chief corner ſane. 
He is the only immoyable Foundati- 
on, able to bear up the whole build- 
ing of his Church , * And whoſoever 
builds bis Soul opou ti Foundation 
(Jeſus Chriſt) rhe Gees of Hell {ha 
not be able CE al apa 
him. | 
Such as arc afraid tofall, lead them 
to Chriſt that Rock of ages, that they 
may ſee themſelves placed in a ſafe 
condition ; and do you carty thoſe 
young Lambs rhac cannot go : 1 hive 
not writtenthis aszhough 1 were able 
to adviſe my Reverend Brethren of * 
the Clergy, butto move them ro con- 
fider the caſe of afflited conſciences, 
that they may labour more to heal 
the broken hearted, and ro ſer ar li- 
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SEE CT CEC PING 
To his Reverend Brother in 
the Goſpel M”: Charles 
Walmiſley, Huzsband of 
M' Mattha Walmſley 
Deceaſed, Grace * and 


Peace. | 


464 
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Wortby Sir , 
" Hat which 1s report= 
ed ofEgeſias the Phi- 
loſopher., that he 
could ſo accurately 
decipher the miſcries & wretch-_ 
edneſs of Life, as to make Men 
out of love with it , and ſo 
colour over the grim face of 
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BY x& rage, if you can aſſure him that 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


Death, as to make it deſirable ; 


that 1s on] y really performed by 
_this Text - 'Alittle Rhetorick 


may ſerve to! perſ{wade a poor 
man to forſake his thatch'd Cot- 


by {9 doing, he ſhall have a bet- 


ter habitation : The moſt effe-. 
. tual way to make a Chriſtian to 


deſpiſe Life, and deſire Death, 
is, to preſent him with a fi zoht 
of his Heavenly Manſion; and 
then with S. Paul, He can groan 
earneſtly to leave this earthly 


Tabernacle, when he knows he 
hatha building of God, a Houſe 


not made with hands, *tcraal; in 
_ the Heavens ; for though nature 


abhor 


The E ?piſtle Dedicatory.. 


abhor adiſſolution, yetit coyets. 
happineſs; ſo that Reaſon it 
{elfmay well affent to the defire 
of being diſſolved ; when Faith 
hath "ckely ormed it that it. 
is far better; for it is wiſdom to- 
admit a change , when we are 


ſure it ſhall be i our gpeater 


advantage. 

Sir, if you thus look on Death 
(though as a dark entry) yet as 
the ready paſſage to our Hea: 
venly Manfions, then I ſhall 
need to lay no more, either to 
quict your Spirit concerning the 


SaE5Z S& 


Death. of your dear Witc', at. 
whoſe Funeral this Sera was 


Preached, or to make you mane. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
willing to entertain more fami- 
liar thoughts of your own diffo- 
Jution ; If it be far better to he 
with Chriſt, than to linger £ill 
on Earth , then what remains ? 
but that we patiently bear the 
departnre of cur deareſ Friends 
and rfeareſtRe]ations,and cheer- 
fully expect our own ; that we 
may be ſo far from tearing death, 


as rather to welcom 1t : "th 


baulks a friends Invitation, be- 
cauſe he imployes a BlJackamore 
to be the Meſſenger ? | What 
though Chriſt ſend his Negro 
(Death? ) ſeeing itis to invite 
us to a Feaſt with him 1n his 
- Kingdom 3 We know Chriſt is 


our 


mn aw fg oo =— ay fron, an yj oy, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
our beſt Friend, and though at 
firſt we may ſtartle at the Mel 
| ſenger, yet the very Meſlage 


ſhews that Death be-friends us 


' too ; If Cod make this Sermon 
uſekal to be your remembrancer 
in theſe great duties , Jet him 
have all the Praiſe whill@gu re- 
ceive the profit. 
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K, 


Tour affectionate Brot RJ 
in the Goſpel of our bleſſed 
Lord and Maſter Feſwus Chriſt. 
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 John14. Ver. 2. 


many Manſion 


2z Noccafions of great 
—© ſorrow a finglead- 
> Vice may not be 
= ſufficient to quiet 
5 gnd compoſe our 
5 afflifted Minds 
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nor £0 be 
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In my Father's Houſe are 


ſed his Diſciples i the-former Vaſe 


[50] ; 


which he backs with a ſtrong Reaſon 


\ 
7 
. 


in this Verſe; 1 go 10 prepere « place - 


for you : Confider the end of my de- 
parture, and you have no more reaſon 
to be troubled at it, chan you have, if 
a friend that hath invited you to a 
Feat, ſhould ſay, I muſt go home be- 
" fore you go ſee all things ſer in a rea- 
dincſs {Your Entertainment : So 


z Chriſtus non abit nos dts 
OGIeT - ns lautiſsimum conviutun 
reparet, Chrift doth not. mean 
to leave us, but He gocs to make pro- 
yifion for us. 


- * * 


Chriſt ſeeing them troubled, ſcem- 
ed ro 'negleR himſelf, that He'mighr 
hearten. them, againſt the fear of his 
Copcinnion... 1. - 
| Ir: s not-wualikely, bur that the 
miads of the Diliples might be filled 
with ſuch troubleſome, rhoyghts. a5 
rheſe; :Alaſs ! in whar hole:ſhall we 
| hide our heads from a malicious ry 
an 


ery is chere for my-leav- | 


$%ND X'wa=.m 5 


[81] 


a perſecuting World , now that our 

' Champion 1s taken frog us ©. Where ;; 
canWe be ſecure if HEſuffer « Can' 
Wethink to eſcape, if He be put to; 
Death © What Croflcs muſt we look” 
for, if Innocency ir {elf be Crucified? 
If they deal thus barbarouſly with our 
Lord, whar will they do ,.' or what 
will they nor do rather againſt his 
Servants when He is gone? 4. 

What will become of us when the 
light of our eyes is departed # yea, 
the very breach of our Noftrils ? If 
che Shepheard be ſmitten, whatwill 
become of the timorous Sheep 2 
” Againſt all theſe carnal fears Chriſt 
oppoſeth a greater cauſe of Hope; A- 
gzinſt all this matter of trouble, He 
ſcaſonably oppoſeth;g ſurcr cauſe of 
Spirienal Joy & Tranquility of mind; 
Bear my abſence patiently, fot it ſhall 
redound fo your'eternal advantage {1 
g0 to prepare aplace for you, This Text 

wil Rot admit of ſuch a Merhodical 
On _ Diviſion, 


| [82] T 
ns, as other Texts of Scripture 
0. 
The firſt words are Chriſts Con- 
ſolatory Reaſon , why the Diſciples 


ſhould not be troubled at his abſence: 


In my Fathers Houſe are many Mayſions. 
The former words may be added to 
confirm that aſſertion, 1f it were not [6 
I wonld have told you, and that you 
may be,ſurc it is ſo, 1 go #0 prepare 4 
| place for you, In theſe word, is obſer- 
 vadle,.... | 
x. An AR, Go. 
- 2. An Agent, / go. : 
3- An End, To'preparea place, 


Laſtly, The Perſon for whom, For 


Jos. | 
Explication, 1s my Fathers houſe. 
| Heaven is called Gods Houſe ; Be- 
cauſe there God dwelleth , and .there 
Saints and bleſſed Spirirs ſhall dwell 
_ with God for ever : Chriſt calls ir 
His Fathers Houſe for our greater con- 
_ ſolation,, to ſhew us that He , hath 
=> 2 nn 


[33] f 
much power there , who is the only 
begorten Son: and Heir of all things ; 
He is the Dominus Fac fotum © Heaven 
is a place where I haye Power to make 
you welcom , For it is my Fathers 
Honſe ; No Son and Heir can haye fo 
mich priviledge at home to bid his 
frignds freely welcom, as I have to 
make you my friends welcom in my 
Fathers Houſe, are miny Manſions : 
There are Manſions, not Tabernacles, 
to denote the unchangeableneſs of the 
condition of Saints inHeaven,; here on: 
Earth :you can have but moveable 
Tents, but in Heaven you ſhall have 

a {erred condition, a Manfion-houſe, 
eyen in our Engliſh phraſe, fignifics 
that Houſe where welive moſt of our 
tiene : Great Men' may have feveral 
Houſes, and yet but one of them is 
called their Manfion-houſe , that is 
to ſay , the place of their moſt con- 
ſtant abode , where they dwell the 
moſt part of the year ; It is buraſhors 
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cime that we ſpend on Exzh, but we 
ſhall dwell for ever in Heavenly Man- 
ſions. Chriſtians arc here ſpoken of, 
as being. Great Perſons (being made 
"Honourable by Chriſt) who, though 
chey may have Earthly Tabernacles, 
yet have but one Manſfton-houſe, and 
that is Heaven, 
. . Many Manſions; There is not only 
room for Me, but for all my Members 
alſo. | 
_ Though there may be ſo many | 
thouſands of glorious Inhabirancs in 
Heaven already, yet there is ſtill room 
for every Saint coo. p 
la Scripture God is repreſented to 
us, as a great Houſholder, and the 
Saints arc called Gods Houſhold or 
Family ; Every wiſe man provides a 
Houle according to the largeneſs of 
his Family : Aretims ſays, that che 
& word Manſions, isa word of diminu- 
tign; where: lictle is ſpoken of. ghe 
_ preaccſt matter; as if we would call 
 Thevaſt Occan, a great Pond, We 


D *- £7 $54 5s 4 
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_ 
.. We muſt not imagine that Heaven 
is divided as the Earth is (iato ſeveral 
Habications ) but Hcaven is ficly cal- 
led a Manſion,. becauſe there is a ful- 
neſs of glory and happineſs;. however 


Men live in their fliting-kouſes, as I 
may call cherw, where they ſtay buta 
night orewos yet in their Manſions. 


houſes chey will farc plentifully, eve- 
'ry Saint in Heaven ſhall haye a ful- 
neſs of Glory and happineſs. 

2, In Heaven there is a permanen- 
cie, and therefore cailed a Manſion; 
for the Greek word 4, and the La- 
tine word 24a7ſtowes, and the Engliſh 
word Manſions, do all imply the crer- 
nity of the Glory and happineſs in 
Heaven, 


3- Heaven is called a Manfion- + 
houſe, in reſpeR of the difterens'de- | {| 
grees of Glory in Heaven, Ina Kings #1 
Court thereare ſeveral Offices, burall * Þi 
are contented, for all are Courtiers, | i# 
Ta Heaven, the Houſe is the ſame, =. 

| te 


” f * 
sf , 
P £ . 


S is the ſamez but there 
rees of Gloty : But 
Heaven: ſhall be as free 
= the Stars in the Firms- 
+ Men fre :98e 6 Star on from ano- 
* ther ift retithey do nor quar- 
{+ Fe] about Lhe / Siren os of 
#Maighr-and Euftre ; no more ſhall the 
i150 _ in-Gods Houſe :+ 1f is were not 
| Twes/d wt have wIdyen; 1 would 
lude you, or feed you with vail 
nope es; -ptowiſing that whichT cannot 
perform : When you come co Heaven 
zouſhall find- much more than what - 
+are ablegow. to underſtand of the 
pine youſhall inherit there. 7go 
(Spepers,-4 place fyr you ; The gear 
ad of Etuiliraſcending into Heaved, fi 
$0 Prep: Cole for” his Kle&, det 
oy for theix Kees nr > 
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tread on the necks of your enemies, Bu. 
he gives chem noe by another kind, 
am preparing Glory for you, Let 7.08 
v0ur ae ning Grory f When þ 7 
D on and ReſurreRjor I have Py ay 
all chings for your, cntertainment';. 7 
vill come again, and receive you unre 
my ſelf. 
It was the manner of Bride-gros 
when they had made all, things x : 
xo come themſclves, ind-ferch how 
cir Brides, £0. zheir Fathers hou 


ill do mn ry 
rom Heaven alrcafy tq 
| wn unto usz os us. 


(C80) 
may allude to Travailers, ( as Meſcey : 
ls notes) where many travail ropef © 
ther in a company ; they chooſe out 
ſome one co ride before, and provid: 
Lodgings, and a Supper for; them : 
Our Saviour attempereth his Speec 
co our underſtandings, the incompre 
henſible things of Heaven are paintec 
out in theſe humane colours, becauſg 

we are much taken with theſe chings 

« and gartly becauſe che Diſciples dig , 

dream thar Chriſt would eftabliſt + 


| 4 


hereafter: your < Rarions 
not be alcogertier difappoinred ; you; 
ſhall baye bonour and happineſs, buy' 
ir ſhall be ina berter place, in Heaven 
- for ihicher I go to prepare for yo 
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the Providence of God ſent Foſep#{ei 
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= before-hand oO provide 2 place 


for his, unnatural. Brerhreo ; , Thrift 


I the truch of Zofeps, is gone imo Hea+ 
ycn to prepare a place for all his Bre- 


k chren,though by our ſins we bath fold 


him and crucificd him, Hebr, 6.9.20: 
Chriſt iscalled the Saints ry -runner, 
implyiog thax the Saincs ſhall follow, 


I hinFfinto heaven. 


Before Ghriſt aſcended ,. he ſaid, 


Fathir, I will that they atſo whow rhow 


IC 
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ras 
us 
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if 


JHeaven is-pt 
Sins had ſhus” 
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[ef given mee with ret: 1 am, 
r Apo herefore he is 
ang fe) = 2 place for germ 


ted 2 bur our 
Inſt ws; Chriſt i is 

N AND admitfon n for us. 
The ? ine I hall offer O 3: 18, o | 

That Chriſtians, muſs look on Nerves. 

; thei dui phacts,, 

Reaſoris'of the DoRrine are, 

, 2; Becauſe God eligoent bn Jaoken! 
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Th alpi Pre. 


(a2) 
and an heavenly part : A Body form- 
ed. of the Earth, and a Soul infuſed 
from heaven; This Earth was made 
forithe delighs of the Body, here is 


'  beauryro delight the Eye, and ſweet-lj * p 


neſs for the: Taſte , and variety go de+fj , 
lightrhe outward Sences : But Heavenſſ , 
was made for the. Soul ; In the Bodyff 3 
we reſemble the Beaſts on Earth», in r 
the:Soul we reſemble the Angels inf} . 
heaven 3; The Body is contented withy| ,, 
the things ofghe.Earch, - and thinks id} x 
good to be here ; bur, che ,Soul findy ,, 
nothing ablero ſazivfy i ichere oncarthſ þ, 
And therefore is always mounting vol 3; 
$0; hexyen by contemplation, and de tt 
firous ro. be diſſolved from irs earthly} |; 
clay..; God made Man lookiog up 
.wards cowards heaven, andthe Beafi 
bowing downward towards the carth 
to ſhew us char che-Earth-is the'pro 
Per place for brute Beaſts, bur heave! 
1s 'the place Whither: Man: Haul 
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for it & your Fathers good pleafard 
give 1064 K ng fear not \waiii\y 
troable here , 


can he 
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(83) _  ""_ 
2 Reaſon why Chriſtians ſhould i 


look on heaven bs rheir Dwching . 
place, lyeth in the Text, Been 
Chriſt prepares it forthem: and Ate 
can he better provide a place than" in 


his and our Fathers houſe 2 2 afſed fo 


my Father and your Father , Joh. 20, 
ver. 17. My Fathetby Nature, 'your 
Father by Grace, as S. Auſtie' Inter- 
prets itz Where can he better prepare 
a place for his Ele& than in hts'own 
Kingdom ? Ir's the Kingdom of our 
Lord and Savionr Jeſus Chriſt; > 74, 

chap, 1, wer, 17, Where can Chriſt 
berier prepare a p'ace for thein; than - 
in that Kingdom which God thie'Fa- 
ther hath freely beſtowed on them? 

Luke 12,wvtr. 32. Fear not little Zheb, | 


but look on your” [el2s"ib 
Helrs of the Kingdom of Heaven .W here 
are a place better thai 
gd6m which Chriſt alſ6ap. 
G pointed 


cat. Kin 


6 


Py : WH l . 


|, 


unceth for chem £ yt. 32, ver. 29, 
30+. And 4 appeint amo you 4 King dor, 
that 16 ay cat and drink 41 my Table 
& ev Threves. judgeing the twelve | 
Tribes 'of Tirael ;, "And therefore you 
may Þe ſure that rhis is meant of hea- þ 
en : For here on Farth. Saints do not || . 
on Thrones, bur rather on Dung- || " 
hils, as Fob and Lezarw did; . they 6 p 
not Judge here, but rather are judged 
and hardly cenſured. | 

3 Reaſon why Chriſtians muſt look || * 
—=_ Heaven as their Dwelling-place, 

Is» becauſc the word of God +; IretS us 
ſotodoy To [it our affeition on things ||, 
above," and te ſeck thoſe things: to ok 

oa the world butas our Inne; bus on 
Heaven as our home, | 

; 4 Reaſon. Becauſe experience doch 
few, that on Earth Chriſtians have 
nocenain. Dwclling-place, x Cor. 4. 
S#.,LH heie we travail. and rect with 
3 hore we ſojourne, hcte'we 


Ewe have no fo M 


ae Bt Do + 9. us 


4 ” - 
pL : ” ” 
ah BS wed a AE v 
_7 P37 2 ths &* 


removed, as if hackgo Foinga- 
| Nog | TY | & 4 Gp, 44 


LL 
City, but we ſeek one to come, Heb, 
13. ver. 14, Indeed neither Believer, 


nor Unbclieyer have any ſertled con- 


| dition on Earth , Bur it is moreeſpe- 
| cially Fpropriared to Belicycrs.. 


1. Becauſe of the Worlds ill deal- 


| ing with them ; they are always dri- 
| ving them from Poſt to Pillar, as we 
fay, from placeto place 3 Moſes was 


much longera ſtranger in Mad/an,chen 
a Courtier in Egypr. OO OOEE 

2. Becauſe Believers do look upon 
Earth as an uncertaia place, where 
they cannot ſer up their" reſt 5 they 


{ look on the worldasa Camp , wha 


they wall mect with oppolition; ra- 
ther then as a City where they ſhould 
expeR ſafety and quiet, The'Chri- 
ſtian expects his reſtingiplace ro þein 
chat City which Abrahow looked for, 
Hebr. 11.V19, A Cii8 that hah roun+ 


dations, whoſe Buglder o& Muther #6o%h 
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(85) 
tions, Heaven only is an immoveable 
Ciuy. 

. Laſt Reaſon why Chriſtians muſt 
look upon Heaven as their dwelling 
place, 1s, to move them to a Heaycn- 
1y Converſation z ſuch as our hopes 
is, ſuch will our Converſation be; if 
your hope be only in this life, chen 
your trade and dealing, your thoughts 
and actions. ſhall be co ger worldly 
things, your Converſation will be 
earthly; rhe prevailing degree of love 
in all you do, will be for earthly 
things; or.as the Scripture doth phraſe 
it, you will mind earthly things, Philip. 
3-ver. 19. All ouraims, aRions, and 
endeayonrs: will be but to ger Money, 
co buy Land,to build Houſes, to ſettle 
your reft on;Earth , your diſcourſes 
will be aboutdividing the Inheritance 
like rheirs,: Zak. 12.ver.x3.' or about 
meking more toom for your worldly 
ſtore like ghe fool in:the-Goſpe 
_ if your hope be in Heaven, . your Cov- 
(2071 $\ + 
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[57] 
werſation will be Heavenly, Hope is 3 
deep dye that caſts a tinQure, and 
leaves its colour in the whole Con- 
yerſation of a Chriſtian. PO 

He that looks on the world as his 
Pilgrimage, or place of Travel, will 
provide only as for a Traycller , Bux 
he that looks on the Earth as his dwel- 
ling place, will be providing as for 
an Inhabitant : one Room will ſuffice 
a Traveller, bur an Inhabitant want- 
eth a whole houſe; a few things will 
ſuffice a man in his Journey , bur an 
' Tnhabitant needs a great deal of Far- 


nirure ; and therefore the Scripture 
alwayes puts a difference between a 
man inthe World , and a man of the 


world.  Fohn 15. ver. 19.. 


By our feet we walk on carth, bur 


by our heart we dwell in heaven, _ 
Application, eos 


1. - For Information. To teach vs 
_ whatthonghts we muſt have of canh- 
| and heaven : We muſt look vn the 


cath 


£1) 
earth as David did, to be but the houſe 
of his Pilgrimage, Pſalm 119,ver.54. 

Byx we muſt look on heaven as our 
Manſion-houſe, as the Text doth re- 
preſent it, 4 place prepared for us 10 
dwcl in fer ever : And what aglori- 
ous place muſt heaven needs be, which 
the Bridegroom- of our Souls hath 
now heen 16 hundred years preparing 
for bis Bride 2 We muſt look upon 
« heaven as our home, our 'Fathers 
bauſe. EE 2 
© 1f you ask what ground a Chriſti- 
an hath for this confidence? I an\(wer, 
the Text tclleth us, Chriſt « gone thi- 
ther rp prepare a place for them, 

_ Chriſt earred into heaven as a com- 
mon perſon in the name of his Elec, 
.and: 10 is gone to take poſlefhan in 
their right, as a Guardian takes poſ- 
ſeſſion of a houſe and Land in'the 
_ righs of his Ward ; but Chrift entred 


in his own right and ours both, as he 
i5 our Guardian. 


_ 
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The bigh-Prieſt underthe Law.en- 
ered into the holy of holies, withthe 
names of the rwelve Tribes on his 
| Breſt-plate, ro. ſhew that he aRcd 
there for' them whoſe names were 
rhere written; Chriſt our great High 
Prieſt is entred iato heaven, whereof 
the holy of holics was buta Type= 
| chither hach he carryed the names.of 


his Ele&, for whom he is co provide 


| Manſions, ' and therefore Chriſtians 
| are ſaid rohave an Inheritancereſerved 
| in Heaven for them, 1 Pet. chap, 1.tr. 
| 4+ how ſhould this make us high in 
our hopes, and lowly im our hearts 2 
heaven is ours in Reverſion s Great: 
hopes,. or hopes of great things begex 
great Spirits, and keep Menfrom do- 
Ing any baſe or ſordid things, which 
are below what they hope 


Chriſtians hope keeps up.-his heart, 
and hinders him fromdoing any thing: 
unbeſeeming his hope : The Eagle 
ſcorns to catch ac Flies 3 A Chriftias: 
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is 'that erue Eagle | that ſoareth above 


theſe petty things below; the hope of | 


Heavenly Manfions ſhould ſhould lift 
os aboye the Earth, 2. It ſhould make 
us lowly in our hearts, not to ſtrive 
and f6ght for places here, but to be 
contented with any place, remembring 
chat while we are in chis world we arc 
eur of our proper place ; Thoſe tha 
are' hegleRful ro Jook after Heavenly 
Manſions, are moſt quurelling for 
. places on Earth; a chriſtian may call 
xi! che things of this world Eſek, and 
$itnah, as Iſaack named thoſe 2 Wells, 
about which che Phliſtines ſtrove with 
him,Gen.26.20,21. If God give Houſe 
or Land to a chriſtian, ir doth bur 
make-che Men of the world ſtrive with 
him and hate him. for it, as the Ph1li- 
ffines did envy 7faack's Flocks & Herds, 
Gen; 26. 14. . But a Chriſtian may call 
Heaven Rehoboth, by the name of 1/«- 
ak's Weli which they ſtrove not for. 
Now God hath made room for bo 
et ays 
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ſays 1ſaack ; a chriſtian hath one place 


| which ugodly men will not ſtrive for ; 


namely Heaven : whar an Argument 
therefore is this, to remove our defies 
from earthly Houſes, and to fix them 
on our Heavenly Manſions? 'in Ez:th- 


| ly Houſes weare always ciches wanr- 


ing room, or furniture, or food; or 
peace ineating ir, or aſſurance of con- 
tinuing, but our Heavenly Maoftons 
have all theſe properves. ©—© 
Heaven is a good place, for it isof - 
Chriſt's own preparing ; Heaven'is a 
large place, there is many Manfions, 
room enough, and provifioa enongh 
of all chings ro make a Sainr happy. 
Abraham's Servant asked Rebeckah, (s 
there room in thy Fathers houſe, for #: v0. 
lodge in 2 She anſwered, we haveboth 


Straw and Provinder enough; and'room 


tolodgein, Gen, 24 ver. 2 Z-25s A 
Chriſtian need not make ſuch ajn1n- 
quiry concerning Heaven , *chete. is 
room enough, ny Fro Og: 


Ps C92). 
God prpares the world for Adam 
1 ufe, before he ſent him to be there ; 
- God buile, che Houſe , and ready ure 
| niſhed it, and then raiſed up ManA 
our Redeemer is gone to prepare He 
yen, befote he carry his Members thi- 
ther. .. 
Heaven is alſo a fafe place ; where 
God dwcllath there can be no fear of 
encmics to moleſt us. 1ſ7acl in the 
peed. thly Canaan.had plenty , bur not 
y ; the Cananites continually were 
tovadin thems Heaven only is che 
£0 Peace. ; The Heavenly Jers- 
lem is deſcribed to have a great wall, 
and high, and 12 Gates, and 12 An- 
is warching it che Gates, and the 
2x to be þuilc upotl gr: rand high 
louatain. Revel, 30. ver. 10--12. 
Pramely all things that may import 


[LY » 
iy EE is too high for danger ro 
limb up toirz, ir is ſo imtnured that 


there can be no ang i., the Gare 
are 


4, 4's £ 
Cab oy Ty a 


ES 


ln A Roo mn 


0 = 3 OP 


4 Ut ha A $4 = we 


wy 


on yy = 


= 
are ſo ſtrong, char there is no be: 
| ing them open, and the Watchers 
watchful that there can be no fear of 
ſurpgze. 
And in Heavenalſo is ſuirable com- 
pany, there we ſhall dwell with God, W 
the Holy Trinity, with Holy Angels, _ 
aud Saints; here on Eanh en _ 
company may make us weary of our. 
Habitations. Zoe choſe the Plain of 
Sodom to dwell in, but what an-un- - 
comfortable place did it prove co that 
hreous man, by reaſon of the wick+ 
 / company of tholc beaſtly Sodornzres? 
no doubt had he known their evil 
' manners before , nothing could fave 
tempted him xo have thought of dwel- 
ling there. / 
Chriſtial$thac know and ſec this 
Eatth ro be a Sodom,” muſt not chooſe 
it fortheir dwelling place. 
Laſtly, Heaven i$:a place char abi 
derth for eyer; Worldly Giicy 
have no firm Foundations, bus the 
wall 
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Wall of Heaven is deſcribed co haye 


twelve Foundations, Rev.21. Ver. 14. 
Earthly Houſes may be burned, or 


bear down cither by accident or de- 


ſign,as we ſce a woful inſtarice in ZLoy- 
47, that City moſt famed through- 
outthe world ; but you know thatthe 
World it {elf is reſerved for the gene- 
ral Conflagration :. will you make 
that your Dwclling-place, which you 
know muſt be deſtroyed ? 

_ Wellinger like Zor, and are loath 
co come our of this Sodow z but the 
Lord is metciful by ſending us many 
crofles, pulleth us hence. 

This ſheweth us further how we 
come to negleRt Heavenly Manſions ; 
We over-yalue Eanthly Tabernacles, 
and that makes us undervalucheavenly 


Manſtons, Karthly Houſes are viſible, 


their Gardens, and Orchards,' Parks, 
and Forreſts, Fiſh-ponds, and Mores, 


Arbors, and Banquetting-hovſes, but [| 


Heavenly Manſions; and what Provi- 


fion 


C95) 


hings which God hath prepared for then 


hat love him, which if it be true of 


hoſe things prepared in the Goſpel, 
t15 more true of thoſe things prepa- 
ted in Heaven. 
This conſideration of Heavenly 
anſions may much quiet and com- 
ort thoſe that cither are not born to 
ouſe and Land, of rhar are driven 
rom Houſe and home by any ſad Pto- 
idence ; your Tents may be removed, 
uct your Manſfſons endure for ever. 
2. Uſe of Exhortation to all that 
ope for Heavenly Manſions. 
1. Search the: Land where you hope 
dwell for ever; 1/rael fent ſpies to 
arch for Canaan, bur the:r ſpics were 
{two ſorts : Some btooght an evil 
port on Candar ; ſaying, there were 
yants, and yer brooghr of rhe good 
H fruics 


, 


| 


10n is made there, is only known to 
Faith, t. Core chap. 2. ver, g. as it is 
Trieten, Eye hath nos ſeen,nor Ear heard, 

ither have entred the heart of Manthe 
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(96) 
fruits of the Land, but Caleb & Foſhus 
told chem the truth, f 8he Lord delight 
in w, hewill bring us into thi Land, 
Nemb. 14: Ve. 8, Hearken unto Caleb 
and Foſb»a, unto the faithful ſpies and 
true Miniſters, which declare from the 
word of God what place Heaven is, 
and hearken not unto any that endea- 
vour to bring an. evil report 'on this ge 
good Land, where only is f«lneſs of th 
Foy, avd pleaſures for evermore; In he 
deed there are ſome difficultics willfſth 
mect us in our way thitther-, but noflus 
impoſſibilicies's Say with Caleb , 1HAj 
Lord is with ws, we are able ts overcomiinox 
them, Numb,13.comparcd with Numfor 
I4. ver, 9, 2. Pray againſt carthlyhe: 
mindedneſs. The young man thafſwh 
ſeemed ſo earneſt ro get to Heaven, aKGre 
1s ſet out by his poſtures of runninglom 
and kneeling, and asking what to doſhs ( 
yet his great carthly Poſſcflions hinfdea 
dred him from being prevailed witlafe | 
by the promiſe of Heavenly treaſurdfer c} 
| ; Aarti . 
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DI MKT 
Mark 10, Utr.22. Renben and Gad had 
ſo much Cautle,that chey arc noteager 
\ | co dwell inCanaan ; Facets Flocks and 
58 Herds made him drive ſlowly home- 
df wards, Ger. 33. v. 14. though Igrant 
cf his fear of Eſav might be a great cauſe 


alſo. 

h Vrhofe Chriſtians are in moſt dane, 
s} ger of neglecting Heavenly Manſions, 
ff] that are well ſeated in Earthly places, 
1 hec ſunt que faciunt invites mers, theſe 
llfchings make us unwilling to die. Let 
Wius uſe the. Earth as.che Birds do, the 
MIA ir istheir proper place, and they care 
mIInot to. deſcend on the Earth but only 
mIfor their times of Feeding, ſo long as 
lykhey keep. aloft rhey, are, ſecure, 
Iwhen they come: to. ſerele on: the. 
Ground, there are Nets or Guns, or 
15Fome Snare to endanger them: So long. 
loſs Chriftians keep their choughes, on. 
Vt 
tate from Temptation,; but when they. 
Gr chem hover roo long upon Earth, 
al H 3 and 
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and the rhings below, Satan is ready 
toſhbor at rheth.,* or hath' one Snare || fc 
or other to catch them , rhough your Þ| (r 
daily Pread grows on Earth, 'yerlook þ lit 
on Heaven as, your home , and ſend 
your thoughts '& defires thicher again; Þ| ar 
chat it may appear though you. Table Pa 
here, you expect ro dwell in Heaven. | jo! 
 Afew' words more, and then I ſhall c4. 
conclude. Fines 434 3 2 Ls Þ2: 
'"'x. Be conteht though God allot no 
you bt a'low'plate , or no'place inff he 
this world, ſccing' Chriſt is preparing] Lo 
x phce for you in'a better: world, Fnac 
4.2, Get your affections more wean-ſdor 
ed from carthly Houſes (you that have} for 
thetn) and fix your thoughts more onſ ing 
choſe Heavenly Manſions  Becaufc] for 
/ Childrenknow no better things, cheyſfect 
are ſo much in'lvve wirh every. paint-ſto cl 
ed 'Gew-gaw ; Ir is our 1gnorance offcom 
the Joys in Heaven thar makes us ſoſpreſi 
gremly pleaſed with theſe'royes onfum 
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3. Be not immoderate in grieying 
forany Relations or Friends departed, 
(no, though you have hid them but a 
lile while with you.) | 

| Solongas weare in the Body, we 
are abſent from the Lord; the Apoſtle 
Paul groanedearncſily in deſires of en- 
joying his Heavenly Manſion, 2 Cor. 
chap. 5. ver. 2, and he gives us his 
Reaſon in the 1, ver. , Who would 
not go our of a thatcht. Corrage: $0 i1a- 
hcrit a Pallace 2 thoſe that dic in the 
Lord, do but leave an Earthly Taber- 
nacle, to-inherit an Heaveoly Kiop - 
:Jdom ; and will you think ic too ſcon 
{for them to be thus happy £ Solow be- 
njing asked who were happy 2 tells a 
c tory of two Youths, who our of af- 
fection drew their Mothers Chariot 
-fto the Temple , and the Gods to re- 
fhcompence them ,. cauſed rhem to dic 
ofpreſently : thoſe are happy char can 
number Deathamong their priviledp- 
S, and bid it welcom; It 1 could 
f B3 = 


"WS # 


| (too) 
offer your Wife or Children, Houſe, 
- or Land, would you ſay , (no I thank 
you, 7 cannot ſpare them yet , they ſbat 
#$arry with me one year longer before the | 
 gov0 poſſeſs it.) We are wiſer in earthly 

matters, why are we ſuch fools inf} 

Heavenly matters? if we did cordially 
believe, andſcriouſly medicare on the 
 blefſedneſs in Heaven, we ſhould 
grudge at eyery hour wetarry onearth, 
we ſhould think- the ſhorteſt life roc 
long, and like the next Heir, be cager 
ly defarous to inherit. | 

1 ſay nothing of the party deceaſed 
(though ſhe harh left a good name be 


hind her) becauſe I was totally 
ſtranger to her. 
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ol The Patternof 
PP 4K DONING MERCY. 


$I 
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| | IA 
SER M ON 


1 Tim. Chap. r. Ver. 15, 
owbeit for thus cauſe 1 ottained Mercy 
that in me firſt Jeſus Chrift might ſhew 
forth all Long- ſuffering for a Pattern 
to them which (honld hereafter believe 
on him t0 life everlaſting. 
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EXLEES SPEEDO SEPOSEE 


1 Tim. 1. Chap. 16. We 


H owbeit., for this cauſe e I obtained 
"Mercy, that in me Jeſus Chriſt 
might ſhew forth all long ſuf<. 
A fering for a pattern to them 
fl '*  which ſhould hereafter believe 
. on him to life everlaſting. 


= 
mp. Cn » 4 = 
—_— La 
wt. . - wk : 
OI " 


= * © +243 # 4's 
, "yp ff 
= FP Me 7 -0F DEM. ES at 2s 
DO ne CS IO SATIN += 
en Ee RECs - "> ar hot - PESOS 
CITES: 


p49. oant——<pe. 


E þ MI.* ; _ a S 
m— MC rr; 
- I i - at. + ee Lioy— en 7 


= 5 


= His Verſe referreth co 

| the laſt words of the 

former Verſe, (wheres. 

of 1 am chief, howbtit. 

' for thus cauſe 1 obtatn- 
ak ed mercy;), 36 if, the. - 

Apoſtle would ſay, Alibongh I'was-fo 
hejnows 4 finner , yet Jeſus Chriſt: hath -. F 
wel we 4 pattern of merey t0 all whe. -Þ 
? | 52 0 
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(104) - 
As God makes*fome ſtand as fear- 

- Ful monuments of his wrath co fright 
thoſe that are impenitent, ( like Let's 
wife turned into a Pillar of Salt to 
ſcaſon afcer Ages.) So God is pleaſed 
to ſer others as Monuments of free- 
grace to Invite all penizent Sinners ; 
the Apoſtle tells us what was Gods 

- aim in pardoning him that was ſo grear 
an offcader, to make a pattern of long - 
ſuffering ro encourage the greateſt ſin- 
ners to /ay hold on his Mercy. 

For Diviſion of the words, 

x. Here is an AQ mentioned (06- 
tained.) 

2, The thing mentioned, (ercy.) 

- 3- The Perſon mentioned. (7 that 
needed long ſufferings, 1 the chief of fin- 
ners.) | 

' * Laftly, the Reaſon memioned, {for 
thu cauſe, that I might be « pattern 10 
them that ſhall hereafter believe,) that 

_ ito ſap,tharby my Examplethe grea-' 
teſt Sinners might be ——— .. þ 

a | aw 
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[150] 
Jay hold on the offer of Free Pardon, 
ſceing ſuch a deſperate oppoſer of Je- 
ſus C hriſt as I was, received into fa- 
. your, that none might hereafter de- 
ſpair of Pardon, bur all Sinners mighg 
be encourag'd to come toGod through 
Jeſus Chriſt. + 
The Docrine-will be moſt com- 
fortable rhus rendred. 
| That God hath ſes Paul as a glorioms 
atvern of, Mercy, to encourage all finners 
his Example to ſeek for pardoning 
Mercy. | | 
The orderly handling of this Do- 
Qrine will be, 
I. Toſce what a Pattern is. 
2. How Paul may be ſaid to be a 
Pattern 2 Rs 
3: Why Paul was made a Pattern £ 
Laſtly, Whac excellent snegurage- 
ment all Sinners hereafter may make 
of this glorious Pattern of Free-grace? 
« *For the Firſt, What a Pattern is © 
For'on this word- #=#-s, lyerh the 


ſtreſs of the whole matter. A 


(1.06 - 


A Pattern is, materia proprſita 4d 
imitendum, ſomething that'is laid be- 
fore dur cyes for us to imitate; when 
a Limner hath drawn ſome curious 
Picture in which he thinks he hath 
ſhewed much of his Arc, he hangs ic 
. out for all Paſſengers to look on, to 
ſhew. chem what he. can do, every 


| piece is not fit to bea Pattern, but the, 
moſt exact Pieces ; Ia the converting 


of Pau! (who by his owa confeſhon 
was one of rhe greateſt ſinners in the 
| world-) God doth ſhew toall Men in 
_ this Pattern, what free Grace can.do, 
how he can pardon the greatcſt ſtn- 
nets ; God hath made Pas! fit ro be a 
Patrern of pardoning Mercy , to ſhew 
all the- world how much he-can for- 
give. And this leadeth meto the next 
particylar. How Pasl might be ſaid 
co be a Pattern. BY 


x. Conſider bis own Confeſſion 
what a kind of Sinner he was, and 
: that will lend ſome light into. this 


Phraſc. 2, Con- 


# 
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2; Confider the thanner of his Con: 


verſa,” ff 
3- Gods dealing with him after his 
Convernen | 


1. Let us hear his own Confeſſion 
how great a finner he was, chief of (in- 


ners ; not only ſenſu humilitatu, ſo in 
his own apprehenſton ; nor only ſal- 


| ,vandorum prim, chief ſinner of thoſe 


that ſhall be ſaved; bur as he was a 


proud Phariſce-that went about ro-ſer 
up his own righteovſnefs.in direRop- 


poſition ro Chriſts'' righcoyiteſs ; 
Surely, (except the unpardonable fin) 
there cannot be a greater fin than this ;; 
_ and mthis {enſeChriſts words may be. 


underſtood, that Publicans and Har- 


 Jots were nearer Heaven , than 'the' 
felt-juſtifying Phatifees, Mar. 21 .ver.. 


31. For Publicans and Harlots did not 


deny that Chrifts imputed rigtteonſ-' 


neſs was the only meriting cau'e of 


our Juſtification; bur the Phariſees. 


_ denyedthiss © © . 
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TheApoſile confelleth how execed- 
ing mad he was againſt this Do&rine 
fo long as he wasa Pharifee, and per- 
ſecured all that profeſſed co be juſti- 
fyed by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 4&5.26. 
 fromver, 9. to ver.i1z. He would nat 

icld ro caſt away the thoughts'of his 
own xighteouſneſs , and to relic upon 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed 
and this made him perſecute unto the 
dextb: all ſuch as profeſſed a contrary 
way ot being juſtified; and herein he 


was a greatcr finner, than if he. had | 


been a Thicf, or Drunkacd, or any 0- 


ther kind of finner, thoſe are treſpaſſes 


againſt che commands of the Law, but 
this is the bigheſt Treſpaſs againſt che 
great Command of the Goſpel; name- 
ly, shat we ſhould embrace Chriſt as 
he-is called, the Lord our righteouſneſs, 

r. 23. ver. 6, There is more hopes 
of Publicans and Harlots, .of Theeves 


and Murderers» than of thoſe thay te-. 
jeR Chriſts imputed Righteouſneſs, . 
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except the Devils 8& Damned in Hell, 


Chriſt can have no greater enemies, 
than thoſe that cry up their own righ- 
reouſne(ſs, and cry down the DoQtrine 
of his imputed Righteouſneſs, Paw? 
before Converſion, was tooth & nail, 
as we (ay , againſt this Dodrine ; ſo 
that we way ſeea moſt elaborate piece 
of the work of free Grace, (fvm)v Twors, 
may be derived from 7v72,) faith Paſ- 
ſor, nota inciſa, inſculpta, percuſſione, 
vel pulſatione fa#a, The Chra Her of 
Free Grace is deeply 'cut in this Pat- 
tern; Paul, a proud Phariſee, was bea- 
ren down to theground; and hethar 
before ſo hotly perſecuted the name of 
Chriſt, is now made a Preacher of ir, 
here is now the depth of humility , 


where there was the height of Pride 


before; Here God hath wrought # 
curious frame out of a rugged knouy 
piece of eimber. Here is a Lion-like 
nature changed into a Lamb , he char 
before was cev\ 3, from cax@-, imters 
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poſato v,) that is ro ſay, unquier like' 
the Sea, and turbulens, is now Pal, 
quiet and peaceable; ſec what Free 
Grace can do : here 1s a rare Pattern 
indeed ! | 

For'a Phyſician perfetly ro cure Þye; 
one that is ſtark mad, and bring hica Jſþe 
to his right mind , this. ſhews great fx 
Skill indeed + this God hath done : the 
Paul was exceeding mad, perſecuting 0 
all whereſocver he mer them, that [Ivey 
profeſſed co be juſtifyed by Faith in hy, 
Chrifts Rightcouſneſs, and yer the (chu 
Grace, of God hath perfetly cured HÞhe 
him, and now makes bimto ſeek ro [Gar 
Chrift for Kiaticeouſneſs, and count 
his own Righteouſneſs bur dung, and 
fo preach the ſame way of Juſtifica- 

_ tion to others," If a Chyrurgeon go 
into an Hoſpital , and pick out thoſe 
that are moſt deſperately ſick & lame, 

| and curethem; 1s it not the greater 

| .* agrgumentof his $kill? ſo here in Paul's 

A Converſion and Pardon; God darhi 
2M; ſhew 
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ſhew what Free Grace can do; for 
Paul :s perieRt'y cured, that was moſt 
deiverrately ſick of. Pride and Self- 
love. . tf 
2. Conſider the manner of his Con+- | 
verſion, and then his name Paul may _ : 
be derived from the. Hebrew word 
2Nn, which ſignifies Wonderful, for 
the manner of his Converſion was 
onderful indeed, recorded, Ads 9. 
ver. 1. While be was yet breathing ous 
breatnings and ſlaughter againſs the 
hurch, he made himſelf acceflory x0 
he murder of Szephen, by holding the 
arments of them) chat ſtoned him, 
as 8. ver. 58. But this did whet his 
alice, and ſharpen his rage the more, 
his did but fleſh his Fury, and make 
im more eager to perſecute ; this was . 
put a younger practice, to what he af- 
erwards intended ; He ſeeks to ger a 
ommiſhon to impower him to per» 
ecure all chat came in his way , and 
Xing armed with authority, and come 
I nigh 
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nigh to Damaſcus, (which was the end 
of his journey, ) God ſurprized him ff d 
ſudden!y, and turned a proud Saul in-JJ in 
to an humble Paul, and made him af{th 
zcalous Preacher of Chriſt, who came ſte 
thirher out of a defign'to ſhew him-fſth 
ſcif a bizter Perſrecuror of that name;Fto 
. He that was prancing on Hotſe-backffho 
| before, is now fallen co the Earth ; Hep na 

that came to puniſh Chriſts Diſciples, of 
now owneth Chriſt as his Lord, andſfo1 
begs now co know wh-t he will haveJ ect 
| kim do, Ads 9. ver. 14, Hethat was 
raging before, is trembling and aſto/J cat 
_ niſhed now, A lite light from Head fer 
ven, will rame the moſt furious Perf) | 
ſecuror, any diſcovery either of rhqpo! 
glorious Mzjeſty of Jeſus Chriſt , off#bi 
of our vilene(s, will humble any finfwit 
ner ; ſee here the irreſiſtible power ofſielt 
Grace, that can meet with a WolFver 
ſceking for his Prey, and can ſuddenfidea 
ly change him into a harmleſs LambgVeri 


_ Fdiſe 
3. Confidt 
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df 3- Conſider how graciouſly God 
dealt with him after Converſion, in 
imploying him as a Prime Officer in 
the Church of Chriſt, yea, as a Ma- 
ſter-builder, and as a chief Pillar of - 
that Churcl: which he fought before 
ro-pull down, God ſent him as an 
honorableEmbaſſador to bear Chriſts 
name before Kings, and the Children 
of 1ſrael , whoſe great ambition be- 
fore was to be the Saints common Ex- 
ecutioner : Chriſt intended that Paul 
ſhould ſaffer much for his name, who 
| came to Damaſcas to make all them fuf- 
fer that profeſſed Chriſts name. 

It is rematkable, that of all the A- 
Jpoſtles, Paul only was wrapt up inthe 
Jchi.d Heaven; God dealt ſo gracioufly 
with him, that he thas was che grea- 
teſt enemy to Chriſt before his Con- 
verſion, is now uſed as the moſt in- 
deared friend of Chriſt after his con» 
verſion» and hath the moſt glorious: 


diſcoverics of Chriſt, and of the My- 
L 2 ſerics 
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ſeries of his Goſpel of all ochers, and 
now his name may be called Wonder- 
ful indeed; for here is: a Scene on 
. which before Converſion , corrupr 
-- Nature acted her outragious Fury ; 
and after converſion,ſanRitying Grace | ,x 
, ſhewed her ſacred force, and both to 
| ſuch an extent, as few Stories can 
parailcl, In Sau! was ſeen as much ;,. 
as 6an well be ina Man void of Graceyſ (, 
and in Paw! was diſcovered as much as} 
nezd be looked for in the:moſt emi-J,. 
nent Saint ; his former-madneſs is e- 
qualled'by his preſent zeal, and now}, 
all that Feziſh Learning which heJ.. 
had raked cogether , intending onelyþ,; 
thereby to defend the righteouſneſs of 
che Law, and the Traditions of the 
Elders, and to diſpute againſt Chriſt ” 
and his Goſpel ; God imploys it bet- 
ter, to make him more able to con- 
found the Jews, and to prove that 
Jeſus is the very Chriſt, A#7s'9. ver. 


22, 
None 
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None preach Chriſt crucifyed fo 
plainly, and the Dodrine of Juſtifi- 
cation by Chriſts imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs ſo powerfully, and fo thorowly 
| as Paul does ; none bear ſo much ow 
| this: ſtring, as he, Romans 3. ver. 27. 
| Galar. 2. vg; 16: and in Galt, 3.ver, 
'F 10, None cry down the Righreouſ- 
1F neſs of the Law ſo vehemently, nor 
3 cry up the imputed Righteouſneſs of: 
| Chriſt ſo carneſtly as Pas! does : thus 
as he was behind no man in wicked- 
refs before his converſion ; ſo was he 
VJnor infer.or to the very chick Apoſtles 
C:frer converſion, bur laboured more 
Y.Þbundantly than they all 1 Cor, chap. 
hs. ver. 10. Now he would preach 
Chothing but Chriſt crucifycd, 1 Cor. 
f hap. 2. ver, and would gtory in no+ 
hing, but in the Croſs of our Lord. 
"Welus, Gal. 6, ver. 14. Thus Paul was 
en a miracle of Mercy, and a glori- 
us pattern of Grace, 


os 13  ” 
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The next particular is; why Pax 
was hung out as a pattern of Free 
glace * | 

1. Becauſe he had been ſuch a no- 
torious perſecuter ; and therefore as 
the noiſe of his mad and ignorant zeal 
had filled the world before, fo now 
the news of his converſion would be 
rhe tnore wonderful, and he would be 
the more fit co be a pattern , becauſe 
the Example of ſo great a Sinner, 


would be more encouragement for o0-| 


ther ſinners to ſeek for Mercy, Galat, 
I, ver. 23, 24. Whenthe Churches 
heaid that Paz! preached the Faith 
which he once deſtroyed, they glori: 
tyed God in him. When ſinners re- 


member that P«ul was pardoned, theyl 


way glorify Gous Mercy by ſeeking 
Pardon too. | | 

2. Pau, was made a Pattern of Fre: 
Grace, becauſe he was an cminen 
Few, and by Se, a Phariſee , and ( 
might prove a leading Pattern to : 
Ci 


2 at 
the Jews, and ro that obſtinat Sect of 
the Phariſees, to leave off perſecuring 

» the Church of Chriſt, and ro joyn 


" themſelves unto it, 0 follow his Fx-. « 


ample in tenouncing the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Works, and embracing the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith : Parl was well 
read in all then Jewiſh Traditions , 
and was as zcalous of them as they, 
and therefore they might ſce more of 
the power of Grace in his converſion, 
that now made him hi3zud his own 
life to advance that way , whi ch; bc- 
fore he perſecuted uaco Dearki.”” 

. Paul was chole to be a Parcern, 
becauſe in {uch a Pattern the frecnels 
of Grace would appear more clearly, 
here all the wothd may ce, that We 


off arc not ſaved out of any Works fore- 


ſcea; here was nothing to fit himto 
receive Grace (unleſs making havock 

of che Chucch be a preparatory work) 
Such Works the Romi(h Saints are tull 
of ;- here was a raging Perſecutor ta- 
med and pardoned, Ic 


! 
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Ic 1s not our Faith apprehending 
Chriſt that ſaves us, but our Chritt 
apprehended by Faith; Chriſt 1s the 
meriting cauſe, and Faith is the Inſtru- 
mental. 

Laſtly, Paul was ſet as a Pattern of 
Free Grace, toencourage other fin- 
ners beholding the Mercy of God un- 
ro him to look after Mercy too, that 
as ina Glaſs or Mirrour, all men may 
ſee more clearly the treeneſs of Grace, 
it.is a good means to prevent our de- | 
 ſpair when we {ce ſuch an inſtance of | 
ardoning Mercy before our eyes, and 
© this leaderh me to the laſt partictar : 
What encourzgement may other ſin- 
ners draw from this great pattern cf 
Paul's obtaining Parcon. My mean- | 
ing is not, that others ſhould expe | 
to be miraculouſly converted, as Paul 
was ; {for you may as well exped to 
de caught up into the third Heaven:) 
But by Paul's being pardoned, you 
may look after a Pardon : Pani be- 
lieved, 
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ow 


lieved, and was obedient to the voice 


from Heaven, and ſo obtained Mercy. 


This voice from Heaven was the voice 
of Chriſt, hy p:rſecuteſt thou me? and 
Atlts 9. ver. 5, I am jeſus whom thou 
perſecuteſt, 
The Goſpel now is Chriſts voice 
from Heaven , he that believeth this 
voice, ind 1s obediear co ir, ſhall as 
ſurely obtain Pardon as ever Pauldidy 
and he that will not obey Chriſts 
yoice inthe Goſpel, ſhall ncyer be par- 
doned. * Ir is remarkable, that Chriſt 
did not tell Paul by the voice from 
Heaven, what he ſhould do, bur 
ſent him to be taught by Anani- 
as, who was a Miniſter of the Go- 
ſpel, Ads 9. ver. 6. So now he doth 
not miraculouſly te)l ſinners whar they 
muſt do to be ſaved , bur ſends them 
to his Word and Miniſters to be in- 
ſttuced ; and therefore pray compare 
thoſe two places cogether, Hebr,g. wer. 
7. To day if 'you will hear his woice : 
" _—_ 


( 20) 
what\s that voice of Chriſt? Lak.10.,. 
ver. 16, Hethat heareth you, heareth me, 
- Chriſt ſpake this co his Seventy Diſ- 
Ciples when he ſent them our to preach 
the Goſpel ; Chriſt gives his Mini- 
ſters the fame power ro preach, as he 
did chem, though he hath not given 
them power co work Miracles : he 
{till ſays, He that heareth you heaveth 
me ; for it is Chriſts word, and not. 
Miniſters to recurnicothe queſton, how + 
other ſinners may draw encourage- 
ment from Payls obtaining Mercy 2 
W :y this this a pattern'for other f1n- 
ners ,: (ad imitandum Paul: fidem ) to 
believe, and fo they ſhall obtain mer- 
cy. "When you ſee a very deformed 
perſon well matricd , you are apt to 
ſay, nay, then, mone need exur hereafter 
deſpair of a kusband; other finncrs may 
ſay ſo from this pattern of Free Grace, 
ſceing thar Paul the Chief of finners is 
marrizd co Jeſus Chriſty ſeeing ſo great 
a {1iner is pardoned, no fianct here- 
alter 
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after need deſpair of pardon; thus one 
Begger encourageth another, by icl- 
ling chem, or ſhewirg them what a 
good Alms they have gorten , I ſped 
well at ſuch a duor and this encon- 
rageth others to gu thither roo. 

ſhough iadeed begging 1s now 
grown {uch a common Trade, that 


you may be ſoon wearicd- out with 


Beggers; ſuch is mars emprineſs,that 
he cannot be always giving ; bur ſuch 
is Gods ftulneſs, chat he delights co 
be dealing of his dyle of Mercy ; tne 
oftner you come to the door of Mer- 
Cy , the better you ſhail ſpeed , and 
therefore this is an encouraging Pat- 
cern : And confider beloved 5 how 
great is Gods goodnels in giving us 
* ſuch Patterns to invite us to the throne 
of Grace ? 

To fee Matthew and Zacchews, two 
Pub!icans pardoned, may encourage 


all Publicans to look after Pardon rov'; 


to ſee Mary Mogdeicn, our of whom 
WEar 
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went ſeven Devils, and the Woman 
taken in the very act of Adultery,borh | 
pardoned , may enc: urage all finners | | 
To ſeek pardon; to hear Paul ſay, I was || 
a Blaſpbemer, and a Perſecutor, andin- | 
jariouw but I obtained Mercy, may great- || * 
ly encourage all finners to follow God || ' 
by Prayer for to ſhew them Mercys | 
1x 1s 4 very great mercy that we have | « 
not only Promiſes of Pardon, bur alſo ; 
Patterns of notorious ſinners that haie 
been pardoned. 
1. Becauſe ſuch Patterns ſuffici- || | 
ently declare the infinite merit of | | 
Chriſts death : who could be fitter 
Trumpets of Chrifts Power and Mer- 
cic, then thoſe biind , and lame, and 
 lepious, and the Woman cured of | © 
| her bloody [flue, andthat other Wo- | * 
; man bowcd together; all whichChriſt || © 
|. Cured in the Gays of his Fleſh? { 
| _ Whenthe Jews ſpake againſt Chriſt, C 
| the man whomhe had reſtor'd to fi2he 
I plead:d hard for bim, John 9g. ver. 39. 
| 31 Cas EW 33» | 
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33» If thu mau were not of God be could 


do nothing : The Jews knew not what 


| to objeR, bur proudly asked him, Doſf 
J thou andertake $0 teach ws, wer. 34% 
What can any poor ſinner obje& 


apainſtche Power 8 Mercy of Chriſt, 


when they ſce ten Lepers cleanſed ar - 


once ? bur may be enforced to cry 
out with chat Leper , Mais, 8, ver. 2, 
Lord if thou wilt thow canſt make me 
cleay : He that cured Ten, can cure 
ten Millions ; though it is not ſo with 
bodily Phyficians , their Art is fal- 
Jible, bur Chriſt is che infallible Phy- 
ſician. : 

To hear that Chriſt came to ſave 
| finners, may not move us ſo much as 


! to ſce ir in the Examples of Manaſſeh, 


! and che Theef on the Croſs, and thoſe 
| others before-mentioned , ſuch re- 
markable inſtances do abundantly de» 
clare, that the meric of Chriſts death 
is exceedingly beyond the demerit of 
our fins ; Chriſts healing all manner 
of 


(14) 


of diſeaſed that were brought unto 


him. ſhews that he can heal all man- 


ner of diſcaſed Souls that come unto 
him now. 

2. Such Inſtances do-evince, that 
God Is ready to deal out Pardons to 
all ſorts of Sinners, ler their Sins be 
what they will, that come jn Chriſts 
name to aSk Pardon ; the poor Soul 
1s apt to ſay, How ſhall I know that 


God will pardon ſuch a wretched fin- | 


neras lam? Why you way belicve 


it in ſuch Patterns as Paul, and thoſe | 


belore mentioned. 


invite all fianers ro come freely , and 
co give pardons to all that will come 
to God in Chriſts name : And there- 
fore Peter and Paul the two greateſt 


RG and Pillars of the Church, 
arc 


» Iris a great Mercy to have ſuch | 
Paxterns of pardoning Mercy x : for 1 in ; 
theſe we may more clearly ſee what is | 
the great delign of freeGrace*namely | 
to ſct open the door of Mercy, and | 
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are both ſct as Patterns of Free Grace, 
to encourage otber finners to look af- 
xcr Pardon; Peter denyed, yea abjured 
his Saviour, and yet was pardoned, 
Paul perſecuted him, and blaſphemed 
bis name, and compelled others to do 
ſoro, and yer was pardoned : Now 
as ſome prophane wretches in Sa/vians 
time did preſume to fin, becauſe David, 
and Ne4h, and Lot finned, Sz David, 
cur non & ego; (i Noah, fs Lot, cur non 
& ego? Here the poor penitents may 
rurn their preſumption into a bleſſed 
hope, and ſay with an humble confi» 
dence, { Petrus cur non & ego? fi Pays 
lus, cur non & ego? ft David, f Noah, 


f Lot, cur non & ego? If all theſe 


were pardoned, why may not I fol- 
low God for pardon 2 | 
Gods gracious dcfign in ſuffering 
ſuch Examples to be Regiſtred of nos 
rorious ſinners that were pardoned, is, 
that by ſuch preſidents of Mercy, all 
other ſinners might rake encourage- 
menr 
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- ment to ſeek for Mercy in ſuch mar2 
vailous ex*mles as theſe, Satans grea- 


teſt Obj:ion is anſwered to our 


hands. 

What doth ſuch a wicked creature 
as you bope for pardon 2 in ſuch par- 
_rerns of Mcrcy, as Maraſſeh, Peter, 


Paxl, and the like. God teacheth us. 


how to anſwer the Devil : God hath 
pardoned as great finners as I am, and 
$herefore I am ſure God can pardon 
me, and I believe God will pardon all 
that {eek to him in Chriſt for pardons 


and'therefore 1 will ply che Throne of 


Grace in Chriſts name to beg pardon; 
In ſuch patterns God doth as it were 
wake a ſhew of his Mercy , that we 
may ſce no fins are ſo great but they 
ſhall be pardoned, ifave do not add 
Unbelict unto them. Mr. Lightfoot 
hath an excellent note to this purpoſe 
onPanlsconverfion The moſt notorious 

erſecuter that the Goſpel had yer 

ound, -is choſen of all others to be 
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the DoRor of the Gentiles, that ore 
his own cxamgMle, or rather the glori- 
ous exampAle of Gods Mercy in ks 
converſion, might be a comfortable 
DoRtrine rothoſe notorious finners of 
the Gentiles, as wellas his Preac” ing. 
Laſtly, it isa great Mercy to have 
ſuch Patterns of pardoning Meicy , 
becauſe ſuch ioſtances are a good 
means to keep all ftnners from deſpair; 
your ca{e 15 not deſperate if the Coun- 
{cllour can ſhew you a Frefident of 
the like : If che Phyſician can ſhew 
you many now living whom he hath 
recovered of the ſame diſtemper, this 
may be a good encouragement for you 
to hope for a cure too : This is Paws 
meaning when he calls himfelf chief 
of ſinners, and ſays, that he obtained 
Mercy for this cauſe, that he might be 4 
pattern to others; as much as ro ſay, 
in me Ged ſhews as from an high Tower, 


that all ſenners may be pardoned 4s I vas 5 | 


if they ſeck to him in Chriſts name as 1 
F ' Ll 
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&4; 3nd as David ſaid, they that fear 
thee , will be glad when they ſee 
me , Pſal. 119, ver, 24, it may be 
turned here, they that fce David par- 
doned, and Paw! pardoned, they may 
be glad of ſuch encouraging patterns 
ro make them hope for pardon coo; 
che Doctrine of free Grace is the only 


Doctrine to invite guilty finners , if | 


pardon be offered freely ro all that will" 
come to God in Chriſt : Then if 1 
goto pray to God for pardon in the 
name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 1 ſhall 
be pardoned as well as they ; and this 
conſideration moves the poor ſinner to 
gotorhe throneof grace tobegpardon. 

God who hath no reſpe&t of per- 
fans, can have no motive from within, 
but his own/free love, to pardon a 
poor finner; and the word Sinner, 
ſufficiently declares that there can be 
no motive from without ; therefore, 


che ſame Free Grace that hath pardon} 


cd other finners , will pardon all fir 


new | 


"TY EO 


wy GU, eons nd ea 


oo SW: LU Wo MH wo 


3 eG 


Q = 4 


—_= w- 


i 


c 
| 


a> wt 


(115) 


ners that ſeek pardon ; Yea, this tis a 
good fign that God intends to pardan 
us, when he makes us with David 
pray earneſtly tobe pardoned. 
Applicationz is for Exhortation, to 
preſs all fanners ro draw that encou- 
ragement from this glorious patrern of 
Paul's obraining Mercy, which God 
intends us; Why do we ſit ftill, as the 
Lepers ſaid one to another, 2 Kings 
chop. 7. ver. 3. Why do not we pray 


for pardon * 


There are chree things which God 
doth moſt delight ro glotify,his name, 
his Son, his Covenant, and then we 
moſt glorify theſe three things when 
we look after pardon, As for Gods 


Name, he celis us p'/ain enough, Fer. 
33. ver. 8,9, That he winidexalt his 


Name veforc all Nations of the Earth by 
pardoning his. People.Iracl; thexeforc 
Jer us urge God with his own. words, 


Lord elorifie thy name of. Merty in par- 
 doning wy {ins,qhat all cheworld maybe 


K 2 inforced 


(1d). 
enforced io fay in thoſe words, 22rah 
, ver, 19. how aGodlike unto thee, 
that pardoeneth Iniquity, &Cc. 
Concerning his Son, God there- 
fore named him Feſus , that all the 
world might hear by that vey name, 
that he was ſent to be a Saviour; thus 
Paulro!dihe Jews, As 5. ver, 30131. 
. Thar I ivs whom they hanged on a | 
"| "Tree, God had exalted to be their 
= Saviour, to-give Repentance to you, 
and forgiveneſs of Sins. 

And concernins the Covenant , 
You know it is called, the Covenart of 
Grace; Pardon of Siri is the great pro- 
miſe of the Covenant of Grace, Fer,” 
31. Ver. 34. laſt words, for 7 will for- 
give ther Iniquity, aud remember their 
Sin no more , then we glorify Gods 
l name of Mercy, and Chriſts name as 
L-”. - a Saviour, and the name of the ECove- 
+>... nant &f Grace, when we are moved 
B . by iheſe ro pray for putdoning mercy ; 
t5 ' Temen bc now is the day of Grace ; 

: that 
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r19) | 
char 8 10 fay, Now God is ready 19 
give us Pardon, if we ſeek pardoning 
Grace : Heaven is ſaid to have twelve 
Gates, Kev, 21. ver. 12. intimating 
ro us, that now there is free admiſſhi» 
on every way, toall finners that come 
to the Throne of Grace ;, But there is 
a day of Judgement coming, then God 


will as much delight to glorifie his 


uſtice in damning all thoſe thar- re- 

fuſed to ſeek for Pardon in the day of 
Grace, 

Thereare Twelve Steps that lead a 
finner to the hope of Pardon. 

1. To ſce his abl{olute need of 
Pardon. 

2. To ſcea poſſibility of Pardon: 


' for we can have no hope of that we 


judge impoſhble ; he ſees ir poſſible 
by: the glorious Patterns of fuch as 


have been pardoned. 


-. To defire a Pardon, 


- To admire the freeneſs of Grace + * 


in all ſuch as have obtained Mercy. 
K 3 5. To 
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5. Toſcethat che only way of ob- 
raining Mercy, is, to believe in tbe 
' Lord Jeſus. 
6. Toſce Chrifts ability to pardon, 
and to begin to ſeek after him. 
7. Toread and eye the promiſes 
of Pardon. 
8. To believe rhe truth 'of choſe 
Promiſes, + 
9. To defire to have an Intereſt | in 
thoſe Promiſes. 
10. To vemure our Souls on the 
fiee offer of Pardon. 
I1, To follow God by Prayer in 
'the name of Chriſt ro pardon us. 
Laſtly, Now the ſinner arriveth at 
the Cape of good Hope, and a good | 
Hope is the beginning ot aſſurance, 
When the poor ſinnex looks to- , 
wards Chriſt, then it begins LO my 
for Pardon. { 
No matter what the Diſeaſe was, fl x 
if the party had bur Faith to be healed, 
as\is ſaid of the. Man leme in his , 
y Berg, te I4. Ver. 9. No 
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No matter what our fins are, 
# 1 > | 
_ bur Faith to belicyc in Ch 
: " lon. PhyMians care not for na 
: g in dangerous caſes; but ſuch d 
ſpe bring more glory to I! 
- | _ 3 thus curing him thar had 
" chirty eight years impotent, Fob 
5 8. and healing her that had 
| ip : vpon Phylicians, Mark 5.wer 
2 = and raifing LaJ4rws that had 
on * _ fourdays,7h.11.39.workin 
—_ Ras natural ono Ghdb | 
— —_— 
' all Iracles : £ | 
hi bigh paternf 7a ret” 
—_— aſphemer, and one of the chick 
hy ers; and yet obtaining Merc 
1 much more adyance the kn 


mitate Peter's acer, 
Faith, that wemay 

: Mercy , rHirough Thrift. 

hat (came roſave finners; '* ** 


_ 


